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(Continued from p. 410, 
REV. MR. HOOKER. 


N the early period of our his- 
tory, Mr. Hooker was uni- 
versally considered the great 
pillar of the Connecticut colo- 
ny. As he ranked among the 
first scholars of the age, he pos- 
sessed more learning than any 
man in the colony; more, per- 
haps, than any in New-England. 
The soundness of his judgment, 
and his attachment to the cause 
of truth were not less than his 
learning : and all these were di- 
rected, with an upright zeal and 
unwearied exertions, to the 
noble design of rearing a Chris- 
tian commonwealth. No legis- 
lator or divine ever labored for 
a worthier object, and the ef- 


forts of no one were ever crowne | 
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ed with a more animating suc- 
cess. 

Mr. Thomas Hooker was 
born at Marficld in Leicester- 
shire, in the year 1586. His 
parents were persons of taste 
and property, and having de- 
signed this son for a liberal edu- 
cation, they were much en- 
couraged to pursue the object 
of their wishes by the early in- 
dications of uncommon genius 
which appeared in his child- 
hood, He was educated at the 
University of Cambridge, which, 
by the serious part of the na- 
tion, was at that time much 
preferred to the University of 
Oxford. After comp!cting the 
period of his pupillage, he was 
elected a Fellow of Emmanuel 
Colige.* In his fellowship, he 
was much esteemed for his rae 
pid advancement in science, and 
for the erudition displayed in 
his public performances. 

—s——— 

* Tie was probably educated at 
that College, though I do not find 
that fact particularily mentioned. 
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This period of bis life was, 
however, attended with events 
infinitely more important, Du- 
ving his ardent pursuit of the 
acquisition of science, it pleas- 
ed the holy Spirit of God to 
impress his mind with the deep- 
est concern for his immortal in- 
terests. His convictions of sin 
were long and very powerful ; 
his apprehensions of divine 
wrath filled his soul with a dis- 
tress notto be expressed. In 
the anguish of his heart, be of- 
ten cried out, while I suffer thy 
terrors, O Lord, J am distracted 
During this interesting scene, 
he received great help froma 
pious men who provided for 
him his board, to whom he 
communicated all his distres- 
ses. But it pleased the divine 
Spirit, at length, to appear for 
his relief, to remove his painful 
burden, and give him a humble 
hope in a Saviour’s mercy. Pos- 
sessed of a strong spirit, with 
an ardent thirst for worldly em- 
inence, and literary fame, great 
was the struggle before his 
heart would submit uncondition- 
ally to God. In view of this 
scene he afterwards observed, 
«* That in the time of his ago- 
nies, he could reason himself 
to the rule, and conclude that 
there was no way but submis- 
sion to God, and lying at the 
foot of his mercy in Christ Je- 
sus, and waiting humbly there, 
tii! He should please to per- 
suade the soul of his favor. 
Nevertheless, when he came 
to apply this rule to himself, in 
his own condition, his reasoning 
would fail him, he was able to 
co nothing.” Having obtained 
‘4 | some relief from his burden, he 
‘3 was very attentive to the duties 
4 “of religion and to a careful ex- 
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amination of himself, by which 
meuns, he made a happy prog. 
ress in the divine life, and found 
Iris hope continually strengthen- 
ed inthe Lord. The thorough 
acquaintance he now obtained 
of himself, with a careful ob- 
servation of the dealings of 
God’s Spirit, laid the founda. 
tion for that extraordinary skill 
in teaching distressed souls, 
which he afterwards possessed, 
beyond almost any other man. 

Mr. Hooker now resolved to 
devote himself to the work of 
the gospel ministry, and direc- 
ted his studies toa preparation 
for the sacred employment. 
Hie continued a number of 
years at the University, after 
passing the ordinary degrees, 
both before and after he became 
a preacher, deeply engaged in 
his favorite pursuit of science. 
During his residence at the 
University, he preached consid- 
erably, and, by the extensive 
learning and thorough knowl- 
edge of divinity contained in his 
sermons, acquired much repu- 
tation. At what time he left 
the seat of learning, I have not 
been able exactly to discover. 
It appears likely that he was 
then near thirty-five years of 
age, having been a preacher for 
four or five years. 

Leaving Cambridge, he resi- 
ded some time in the vicinity of 
London, where his public min- 
istrations soon excited much at- 
teniion, and procured for him 
an uncommon degree of popus 
larity. His public discourses 


possessed a great share of acute- 
ness of thought, of extensive 
reading, with the deepest sense. 
of the worth of the Mediator’s 
kingdom and immortal souls, 
and were delivered with an ani- 
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mation which made an impres- 
sion upon every hearer. In 
private, he was much resorted 
to, to resolve cases of conscience, 
to relieve the distress of despon- 
ding Christians, to counsel and 
instruct enquiring sinners.— 
While employed in this unset- 
tled state, his labors were sig- 
nally attended with the divine 
blessing, to the joy of many im- 
mortal souls. 

About the year 1624, Mr. 
Hooker accepted of a call from 
the congregation at Chelmsford, 
the shire town of Essex, and 
was settled in that place with 
very favorable prospects. The 
town being large, and the vicin- 
ity populous, the fame of his 
Ministry soon produced a very 
great congregatiun.. While he 
was indefatigable in his labors, 
wholly devoted to the service 
of his Lord and the best inter- 
ests of his fellow men, he was 
not forgotten of the Spirit of 
God. His ministry was at- 
tended with a distinguished 
blessing, to a sensible reforma- 
tion of the manners of the 
town, to the suppression of ma- 
ny immoral and dangerous 
practices, to the saving instruc- 
tion of many heirs of salvation. 
But it pleased a holy God that 
this faithful servant of his truth 
should live in the time of the 
Laudean persecution, while he 
was just such a character as the 
sticklers for conformity could 
not endure. 

In common with many per- 
sons of great learning and piety, 
who were among the first orna- 
ments of the church, Mr. Hoo- 
ker believed many of the rites 
of the religious establishment 
to be wholly unscriptural, an 
improper burden upon the di- 
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vine institutions of the gospel, 
calculated to despoil religion of 
its divine purity, and corrupt 
the minds of his people from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. 
Though he was no schismatic, 
though he made no attempt to 
create divisions or excite party 
distinctions, only neglecting to 
comply with the artificial ordi- 
nances of prelatic authority ; by 
the jealous eye of persecuiion, 
he could not be overlooked. 
His extensive learning, his per- 
severing industry, his humble, 
self-denying life, his ardent zeal 
for Christ, gave him an influ- 
ence which ill comported with 
that systematic purpose of ec- 
clesiastical tyranny, which de- 
termined to enforce all the 
claims and appointments of the 
hierachy. He was, therefore, 
under the necessity of relin- 
quishing his favorite employ- 
ment, of ministering publicly 
for Christ ; and, retiring at a lit- 
tle distance from Chelmsford, he 
set up a school, to which great 
numbers of youths soon resor- 
ted, to enjoy the benefit of his 
instructions. One of his pupils 
was Mr. John Elliot, afierwards, 
the famous minister of Roxbu- 
ry in New England. In refer- 
ence to this period of his life, 
Mr. Elliot afterwards observed, 
* To this place I was called, 
through the infinite riches of 
God’s mercy in Christ Jesus to 
my poor soul. For here the 
Lord said unto my dead soul, 
live ; and, through the grace 
of Christ, I do live, and shall 
live for ever. When I came to 
this blessed family, I then saw, 
and never before, the power of 
godliness, in its tively vigor and 
efficacy.” While Mr. Elooker 


was engaged in the employ- 
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ment of an instructor, a peti- 
tion was presented to the bish- 
op of London, (bishop Laud,) 
by a number of conforming 
ministers of the neighboring 
towns, no less than forty-seven, 
praying that Mr. Hooker might 
be permitted to continue in the 
ministry at Chelmsford. They 
state in their petition, “ That 
they esteem and know the said 
Mr. Thomas Hooker to be, for 
doctrine, orthodox ; for life and 
conversation, honest; for dis- 
position, peaceable ; and in no 
wise turbulent or factious.” 
But he was a puritan, and his 
ministry could not be suffered. 
The popularity and influence of 
his school were such as to fur- 
nish an additional motive to at- 
tempt to extinguish this brilliant 
light. Before he had been two 
vears in his retreat, he was sum- 
moned before an ecclesiastical 
court at Chelmsford, about the 
year 1630, and, for non-confor- 
mity in his ministry, he was si- 
lenced, and laid under bonds in 
the penal sum of filty pounds, 
to appear as a public offender 
before the Court of High Com- 
mission. By the advice and 
carnest solicitation of his friends, 
who cheerfully advanced the 
sum, he forfeited the bonds. 
But he could no longer appear 
in public with safety. A se- 
cure retreat having been provi- 
ded for his family. by the gener- 
ous liberality of the Earl of 
Warwick, he sought a private 
passage, and immediately went 
over to Holland. As it was 
known that he was sought for 
by the pursuevants, a_ friend 
observed to him, “ Sir, what if 
the wind should not be fair, 
when you come to the vessel ?” 
lie replied, “ Brother, let us 





leave that with Him who kee 
the wind in the hollow of his 
hand.” Several circumstances, 
singularly favorable, attended 
his voyage. 

Mr. Hooker resided in Hol- 
land about three years. The 
two former, he lived at Delft, 
as a colleague with an aged 
Scotch minister, whose congre- 
gation consisted, principally, of 
English merchants. He was 
there very useful, and greatly 
esteemed At the expiration 
of two years, he was called to 
Rotterdam, where he was uni- 
ted inthe ministry with his 
great and affectionate friend, 
Dr. Ames, who had just return- 
ed from his professorship at the 
Franequer University. In this 
connection, he assisted Dr. 
Ames in composing some of his 
best literary works. Dr. Ames 
observed of him, * Though he 
had been acquainted with many 
scholars of divers nations, yet 
he never met with Mr. Hook- 
er’s equal, either for preaching 
or disputing.” 

On a full acquaintance with 
the state of the churches in 
Holland, Mr. Hooker became 
satisfied that that purity of doc- 
trine and discipline in the visible 
church of Christ, which he and 
his fellow laborers had long ho- 
ped to see, was not reasonably 
to be expected in that country. 
Of this persuasion, Mr. Hook- 
er informed Mr. Cotton in their 
correspondence, upon which, 
finding no prospect of a relaxa- 
tion of ecclesiastical rigor in 
their own country, they resol- 
ved to unite with a number of 
their friends in Essex, who 
were preparing for an emigra- 
tion to America. Mr. Hooker 
returned to England, dué secret- 
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ly for fear of his enemies, from 
whencé he soon took his last 
farewell of his native land. He 
and Mr. Cotton were both con- 
cealed previous to their depar- 
ture, to avoid the vigilance of 
pursuers. They were obliged 
to enter on board their ship in 
disguise, and were not known 
to the crew till they had been 
some days at sea. They then 
assumed their proper character, 
and performed the public ser- 
vices of religion, daily, and on 
the Sabbath, during the voyage. 
On the fourth of September, 
1635, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Cotton, 
Mr. Stone, Mr. Haynes, with 
a great number of other passen- 
gers. arrived safely at Boston, 
to the great joy of the colony. 
A number of Mr. Hooker’s 
friends came over the year be- 
fore, and settled at Newtown, 
under the expectation of his 
coming, and to prepare for his 
accommodation. Great was the 
joy of the meeting occasioned 
by hisarrival. Having wander- 
ed without a home, in journey- 
ings ofien, in fierils of waters, 
in frerils by his own countrymen, 
in frerils in the sea, tx frerils a- 
mong false brethren, reviled, 
waylaid, and pursued, as a pub- 
lic criminal, now to meet his 
friends in a land of peace, with 
all the privileges of the pure or- 
dinances of Christ, afforded a 
precious foretaste of the rest 
which remaineth for his people. 
While his people received him 
with open arms, Mr. Hooker 
assured ‘them, “ Now I live, if 
you stand fast in the Lord.” In 
October, a church was organi- 
zed at Newtown with great so- 
Jemnity, and Mr. Hooker was 
set apart as their pastor, and 
Mr. Stone as his assistant. 
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Mr. Hooker’s migration to 
America soon induced many of 
his acquaintance to follow him 
to the wilderness. The settle- 
ment at Newtown became so 
much increased that it was 
thought expedient to remove to 
Connecticut River. The péo- 
ple made applicaiion to the gen- 
eral Court for liberty to remove, 
in the latter part of the year 
1634. Mr. Hooker was their 
agent. Their request was deni- 
ed, under a persuasion that 
their removal would weaken the 
colony, and that the loss of such 
an eminent light of the church- 
es as their pastor, would be a se- 
vere judgment of heaven. The 
year following, however, the col- 
ony continuing to receive fresh 
accessions of planters from 
England, the petition of the 
Newtown people was granted, 
and, late in the season, the re- 
moval commenced. In June 
1636, Mr. Hooker, with his 
family and about one hundred 
others, took their journey 
through the wilderness,and after 
a fatiguing march of about 
twelve days, they arrived at 
Hartford. The most of the con- 
gregation, some by water and 
some by land, arrived before the 
close of the year. The church 
was not re-organized. 

The labors of Mr. Hooker, 
in the necessary provision for 
his own family, in the care of 
his church and people, in laying 
the foundations of the perma- 
nent religious institutions of the 
colony, in providing for the 
peace and security of this feeble 
people in an unlimited wilder- 
ness of savages, in securing the 
lasting prosperity of a rising 
state, were greater.than can now 
be conceived. Though he stood 
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not alone, yet ‘upon him more 
than any other person devolved 
this mighty care. 
ance and labors, the churches 


in this colony continued in great. 


unity and quietness, while those 


in the Massachusetts were agi- 


tated for a season with alarming 
convulsions. He was called to 
attend the Synod which sat at 
Cambridge in August 1637, 
which had such a happy effect 
in suppressing the Antinomian 
errors and restoring peace to 
the churches. Mr. Hooker was 
the modcrator of the Synod. 
with Mr. Bulkley of Concord 
for his assistant. His perfect 
acquaintance with all the sub- 
jects of discussion, his irresisti- 
ble powers of reasoning, his 
smeek and honest zeal for truth 
gave him a commanding influ- 
ence in the decisions, which be- 
came the foundation of the doc- 
trinal constitution of our church- 
es. 

Asthe church in Hartford 
was the largest in the colony, 
their proceedings were general- 
ly considered a model for the 
others. It wasalso well under- 
stood that the ecclesiastical 
transactions of that period would 
be regarded as precedents, and 
have an important influence in 
succeeding times. These con- 
siderations lay with all their 
weight upon the mind of Mr. 
Hooker, to whom the other 
churches aswell as his own look- 
ed for their constant guide, and 
called forth all the resources of 
his mind, and all the fervor of 
his intercessions for direction 
frem on high. It is impossible 
for us to conceive the anxiety 
and solicitude which such a state 
ofthings must occasion. They 
were striking outa new path, 
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no landmarks were before them, 
no established usages to direct 
their steps, no common hebits 
for a bssis of their regulations, 
the history of the church since 
the primitive times furnishin 
no sample for their guide. But 
that God, who led our fathers 
into the wilderness, provided 
one who possessed the confi- 
dence of all. As the confidence 
of all hearts in Wa-ninoron, 
was the only common bond of 
union possessed by the Unired 
States, previous to the establish- 
ment of the governmen:, the 
confidence of the people in the 
Connecticut Colony, reposed in 
Mr. Hooker, was, for their 
ecclesiastical interests at least, 
their great bond of union, and 
the sure pledge of their tran- 
quillity. No event which could 
affect the interests of the 
churches escaped his attention, 
he deemed no efforts too great 
for their welfare, and his exer- 
tions were eminently attended 
with the divine blessing. His 
church were eminently distin- 
guished for purity of gospel 
sentiment, for great faithtulness 
in the duties of religion, for ex- 
amples of watchfuiness and 
prayer, and for great attuin- 
ments in the divine life. His 
people enjoyed great harmony, 
an uncommon purity of morals, 
and, in repeated instances, the 
signal manifestations of divine 
grace. : 
But God would teach the in- 
fant colony that their dependence 
must be cn him alone. In their 
weak and fearfulstate, they must 
mourn the extinction of their 
most brilliant light. He who 
has always exercised the right 
of removing from the world the 
great pillars of the church in-the 
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midst of their days, would now 
call this lonely people to adore 
his holy, unsearchuble wisdom. 
Alter preaching and administer- 
ing the socrament of the Lord’s 
supper, with great fervor and 
solemnity. with bi#usual vigor 
of mind and health, Mr. Hooker 
wes stezed with an epidemical 
sickness then prevalent in the 
town, which soon assumed 
symptoms that were alarming. 
His sickness was short and vio- 
lent, and deprived him to a 
considerable degree of the abil- 
ity for conversation. Being 
asked to give his counsel and 
express his apprehension con- 
cerning some important things, 
he observed, * I have not that: 
work now to do ; I have already 
declared the counsel of the 
Lord.” A weeping friend suid 
to him, ‘Sir. you are going to 
receive the reward of all your 
labors.” He replied, * Brother 
Iam going to receive mercy.” 
The peace which he had enjoy- 
ed in the Christian hope, with 
little interruption, for thirty 
years, now rose toa full assu- 
rance of faith. He closed his 
own eyes, and, with an inex- 
pressible serenity on his eoun- 
tenance, slept for the resurrec- 
tion morning. He died July 
7th, 1647, in the sixty-first 
year of his age. A vencrabie 
spectator of this scene wrote 
to Mr. Cotton, “* fruly, Sir, 
the sight of his death, will 
make me have more pleasant 
thoughts of dying, than ever I 
yet had in my life.” His peo- 
ple were orphans, the colony 
was in tears, all the -colonies 
were in deep affliction. 

The history of the church 
scarcely furnishesa man who has 
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zeal, to promote the interests of 
Zion, with Mr. Hooker. To 
this object he was wholly devo- 
ted. He not only felt occasion- 
ally, like most Christians, thathe 
was willing to spend and be 
spent for the church of God, 
but this was the uniform feel- 
ing and the uniform conduct of 
his life. He appears to have 
had no ambition of being a 
party-man, or of getting an ar- 
tificial distinction by opposition, 
when he relinquished the fair- 
est prospects of ecclesiastical 
preferment and risked every 
comfort, to vindicate the pure 
principles of the gospel of 
Christ. He went to Holland with 
the hope of seeing Christian 
churchesestablished in uncorrup- 
ted gospel order. Disappointed 
in his hopes, he bid a final adieu 
to his native county, well appri- 
zed of the toils of the American 
wilderness, for the same object. 
No discouragement or success 
relaxed his zeal, no obstacle 
disheartened his exertions to 
the end of his days. His wis- 
dom and counsel were much 
improved in the civil interests 
of the colony, but he ever 
acted the civilian, only as sub- 
ordinate to the interests of the 
church. He and his coadjutors - 
were indeed laying a founda- 
iion of a Christian Common- 
wealth, for the honor of Christ. 
In this view, no part of their 
system could fail to engage his 
deepest concern. But instead 
of an ambitious solicitude to 
rear a powerful state, to try the 
experiments of political philoso- 
phy, or to obtain a name among 
the Numas and Solons of the 
world, it was his great concern 
to prepare a habitation for the. 
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gious concerns of his people of 
the colony, and of the united 
colonies, he devoted his utmost 
labors. He was a great student, 
spent much time in his study, 
in preparing for his public min- 
istrations, and in providing the 
ablest vindications of the pure 
doctrines and precepts of the 
gospel. To the discipline of 
his church, he was greatly at- 
tentive. He was quick to notice 
any error or immorality, but, 
by timely and persevering exer- 
tions, generally procured them 
to be corrected, without bring- 
ing them “into public notice. 
Thouch he viewed the cen- 
sures of the church lawful and 
important, “he thought they 
ought, as far as possible, to be 
avoided. During his- psstoral 
connection with his church, for 
fourteen years, but one -mem- 
ber was publicly admonished, 
and but one was -excommu- 
nicated. In church meetings, 
he always’ endeavored to pre- 
vent “debate. When any im- 
riortant question was to be 
decided, he took pains to have 
the ruling elders, afd others of 
the principal ‘ members,’ fully 
possessed of the subject, that 
they might be prepared to‘uct 
with unanimity. If material 
difference of sentiment appear- 
ed in the church, he would pro- 
cure an adjournment of the 
meeting, that they might con- 
fer with cach other in a private 
manner, ‘and ‘thus prevent the 
evils of disunion.—Mr. Hooker 
preached much at home, in the 
neighboring places, and in the 
other colonies. Whenever he 
was at Boston, which was fre- 
quent, great congregations as- 
senibled to’ enjoy his public 
ntinistrations, while many re- 
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sorted to him -:for Christian 
counsel, as well with the con. 
cerns of the churches, as those 
of individuals. 

Mr. Hooker possessed a great 
knowledge of the human char. 
acter. This” he acquired, not 
more from the acuteness of hig 
discernment, than from a thor- 
ough acquaintance with him: 
self. -He had long made his 
own heart, in its natural and 
sanctified state, the subject of 
his most watchful study and 
persevering attention. The 
knowledge. thus obtained, was 
one of the first qualifications 
for his great usefulness, Du- 
ving his whole ministry, he was 
much resorted to for instruc: 
tion, by enquring sinners, by 
cesponding Christians, by vari- 
ous characters who would know 
more of gospel truth, and more 
of duty. He had a-most happy 
talent at resolving cases of con- 
science, and applying divine 
truth in circumstances of doubt 
and difficulty. 

‘Wherever. he -was, he had 
the happiness to possess a very 
uncommon degree of influence. 
This arose from his known 
ability, and his unshaken integ- 
rity. During his residence in 
Essex, a number of his breth- 
ren in the ministry, who had 
been undecided in many reli- 
gious sentiments, became by 
his means, principally, fully es- 
tablished in evangelical doc- 
trines. By his exertions also, 
a number of pious, faithful min- 
isters were settled in that coun- 
try. He succeeded, further, in 
persuading his brethren to ‘set 
up monthly meetings for re- 
ligious conferences, fasting, and 
prayer, which were long obser- 
ved by many ministers of that 
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vicinity, to their. peculiar bene- 
fit. In Holland, he was equal- 
ly influential, so far as he was 
known. In New England, his 
influence, in ecclesiastical tran- 
sactions, was not exceeded, if 
equalled, by that of any other 
man. They knew the sound- 
ness of his judgment, the ex- 
tent of his information, the pu- 
rity of his intentions ; qualities 
which never fail to procure an 
influence, and they had often 
realized their worth. 

_ Mr. Hooker’s labors, in his 
Lord’s vineyard, were eventu- 
ally attended with the divine 
blessing. Few persons have 
been more useful, while living, 
with ministers, than he. In his 
intercourse with his brethren, 
he was signally successful in 
leading them to just views of di- 
vine truth, and of the interest- 
ing importance of the work in 
which they were engaged. His 
efforts to enlighten, guide, and 
reclaim Christian churches, were 
productive of good which cannot 
be duly appreciated till we ar- 
rive in the eternal state. In his 
preaching, he instructed and re- 
buked with an authority which 
would appal error and confound 
vice ; be exhorted and warned 
with an affection which would 
move every heart. His aspect 
bore a solemnity and tenderness, 
worthy of an ambassador for 
Christ. Though Je was tho- 
roughly versed in allthe reli- 
gious controversies of that day, 
he did not introduce them in his 
ordinary discourses. Those, as 
well as deep metaphysical dis- 
quisitions, he considered, ordi- 
narily, unprofitable and impro- 
per for the pulpit. Though he 
wrote many sermons, and wrote 
with great attention on most 
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gospel subjects, he generally 
preached without notes. This 
was the usual practice of the pu- 
ritans of his time. He spoke 
with great animation, his ideas 
were clear, his language was 
correct, which together with the 
pathos infused into all his dis- 
courses, which no artificial zeal 
can imitate, rendered him one 
of the most popular preachers 
of the age. 

Mr. Hooker was a most emi- 
nent example of the Christian 
life. As it pleased God to give 
bim an unusual share of divine 
grace, he ever improved his 
talent with the utmost diligence. 
The long struggle of his heart, 
during the period of his convic- 
tions, convinced him of its ex- 
ceeding corruptions, and of the 
necessity of maintaining an un- 
remitted warfare with sin. He 
was distinguished for a singular 
watchfulness and circumspec- 
tion in all his conduct, mindful 
of the many admonitions of his 
Lord, which teach us that we 
are always in danger of wound- 
ing our own souls and dishonor- 
ing him. He obtained an al- 
most perfect command of him- 
self. He possessed, by nature, 
avery strong spirit, his passions 
were ardent, and easily excited. 
He had one, ina high degree, 
which, of all passions, is perhaps 
the hardest for a Christian to 
subdue ; a passion for literary 
fame. This is so nearly allied 
toa just desire of usefulness, 
that there are but few good men 
who can manage it at all. Mr. 
Hooker rendered this, as well as 
all his other affections, subser- 
vient to the Jove and service of 
the lowly Nuezarene. In the 
later periods of his life, he was 
seldom known to be discompo- 
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‘sed ; quietness and benevolence 
merked his countenance in all 
his conduct. He bore opposi- 
tion and reproach, he bore the 
cbstinacy and follies of men, 
Without murmur or complaint. 

He was toa very eminent de- 
gree, a man of prayer. On some 
occasions, the fervor and apparent 
confidence which he exhibited, as- 
tonished every hearer. Some instan- 
ces are recorded, in which he obtain- 
ed remarkable answers to prayer.— 
In the year 1645, there was a war 
between the Moheagan and the 
Narraganset Indians.» The latter 
were a very wariike tribe, and ma- 
ny times the most numerous. They 
designed to destroy the colony, while 
the Mcheagans were friends. On an 
occasion of prayer in reference to 
an expected batfle, Mr. Hooker was 
observed to pray with an unusual 
and persevering importunity, plead- 
ing with God for the remembrance 
of his gracious promise, J will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee. ‘The expected 
battle teck place, in which the Mo- 
heagans gained a great victory, 
which produced a peace between the 
tries, and quieted tc fears of the 
colsny. ? 

This servant of Christ was 


‘ever mindfui of the directions of 


his Lord for deeds of charity. 
* Ti wes no rare thing for him 
lo give sometimes five pounds, 
sGuicthines ten pounds, ata time, 
towards the support of widows 
ahd orphans, especially those of 
deceased winisiers.” Ona cer- 
taiti Occasion, the people at 


Southampton on Loug-Island 


being in a necdy state, Mr, 
Hookerand a few oilers {reight- 
ed asmail vessel with several 


hundred bushels of corn, end 
“sent to their retiel.* 


"* Notwithstanding his liberaliiv, 
he left 2 good esiate at his cvath, 





Several volumes of Mr. 
Hooker’s sermons were printed 
before and after his death. But 
his most valuable work is enti- 
tled 4 Survey of Church Disci- 
filine. In this, he vindicates, 
with great ability, the order of 
Christian churches, agreeably 
to the sentiments generally 
maintained by President Ed- 
wards and Dr. Hopkins, and 
shows the lawfulness and expe- 
diency of the Consociation of 
churches, for their mutual ben- 
efit, and preservation in the 
truth. ; 

A cotemporary of Mr. Hook- 
er, a man distinguished for 
learning and piety, and for a 
great knowledge of men, said 
of him, after much acquaint- 
ance, “ he had not thought 
there had been such a man on 
earth ; a man.in whom learn- 
ing and wisdom were so tem- 
pered with zeal, holiness, and 
watchfulness.” He was prepar- 
ed in the holy providence of 
God to plant these unballowed 
fields, he now rests in the joy of 
his Lord. 0. 

{Zo be continued.] 


The Serviccs of Sinners rewarded 
with outward favors. 


\ 7 HEN some of the an- 
‘ gels apostatized irom 


God, he. immediatciy separated 
them fromm the rest, and treated 
eee 
It was appraised at 1336 pounds, 
fifteen shillings. This, aecorcing to 
the present ratio of prepert and 
money, cannet be estimated less 
than 15,060 coliars. His] ibrary only 
was appraised at 300 pounds. ‘This 
estate, I presume, was not increas- 
ed, but diminished, in this country. 
Mr. Hooker and his wife were 

bred in affluence and delicacy. 











them differently, and exactly 
according to their different con- 
duct towards him. He con- 
demned and punished the guil- 
ty ; but approved and rewarded 
the innocent. But he has not 
dealt so with the apostate race 
of Adam. He has allowed both 
the righteous and the wicked, 
like the wheat and tares in the 
field, to grow together, and to- 
gether share the bounties of his 
-common providence : * No man 
knoweth either love or hatred 
by all that is before him. Ail 
things come alike to ail; there 
is one event to the righteous 
and to the wicked ; to the good 
and to the clean and tothe un- 
clean, to him that sacrificeth, 
and to him that sacrificeth not ; 
as is the good, sois the sinner, 
and he that sweareth, as he that 
feareth an oath.” This pro- 
miscuous treatment of man- 
kind has appeared strange and 
incomprehensible both to the 
friends and enemies of God. 
Job, in the days of his adversi- 
ty, could not account for it, that 
God should so often treat the 
wicked better than the richt- 
eous ; and with a trembling 
voice puts the difficult question : 
“ Wherefore do the wicked 
live, become old, yea, are 
mighty in power.” The psalm- 
ist says—* I was envious at the 
foolish, when I saw the prosper- 
ity of the wicked. They are 
not in trouble as other men ; 
neither are they plagued like 
other men. Their eyes stand 
out with fatness; they have 
more than heart could wish.” 
Thus good men have been per- 
plexed and repined at God’s 
treating them and others so 
much alike, in regard to the out- 
ward blessings of providence ; 
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while others have been well’ 
pleased with this mode of the 
divine conduct, and drawn the 
favorable conclusion, that God 
will always treat all mankind 
alike both in this world and in 
that which is to come. Its 
a point of importance, there- 
fore, to set this subject in a true 
and plain light. 
Perhaps there is no instance 
of this nature, which is men- 
tioned in the scriptures, that is 
more striking than that recor- 
ded in the twenty-ninth chap- 
ter of the prophecy of Ezckiel. 
It seems, that efter Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the king of Babylon, 
had conquered Judea, and the 
Moabites and Amorites, he 
spent thirteen years in the sicge 
of Tyre. Andafter he took the 
city, he found it empty of its 
immense wealth, which the 
Tyrians either sent away by 
ships, or sunk in the ocean, so 
that he gained nothing but bare 
walls. But as God allows that 
in this service the king of Ba- 
bylon had wrought for him, that 
is, fulfilled his purpose in de- 
stroying that corrupted and 
corrupting city, he directs the 
prophet Ezckiel to predict the 
conquest of Egypt, by which 
Nebuchadnezzar should be am- 
ply compensated for all his la- 
bor and expense of blood and 
treasure, In overturning Tyre. 
Go, and declare in my name, 
that “I have given. him the 
land of Egypt for his labor 
wherewith he served against it, 
because they,” that is, his army, 
“ wrought for me, saith the . 
Lord God.” Though Nebu- 


chadnezzar was an enemy to 
God, and had no intention to 
promote his glory; yet, inas- 
much as he was a signal instry- 
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ment of executing his wise and 
holy designs, he determined to 
bestow upon him some signal 
blessings of providence. From 
this instance of the divine con- 
duct, we have reason to con- 
clude—that God often bestows 
outward favors upon sinners in 
this world for their external 
conduct, God has always been 
pouring down the blessings of 
providence, in rich and copious 
micusures, upon all the children 
of men. He has viven as large 
portions of the good things of 
this life to sinners asto saints. 
He hes placed some of the 
most ignorant and barbarous na- 
tions in the most rich and fer- 
tile countries, upon the face of 
the earth. He has given riches, 
and honor, and power, and eve- 
ry thing most desired and es- 
teemed in this world, to some of 
his most malignant enemies. 
But the question before us is, 
whether he has ever bestowed 
these blessmgs of providence 
upon sinners, on account of 
their external conduct. And 
we must believe that this has 
often been the case. For, we 
‘find several remarkable instan- 
ces of this kind recorded in 
‘scripture. © God remunerated 
the king of Babylon, for his 
great labor and vigorous exer- 
lions, in carrying into effect his 
purposes respecting the Jews, 
the Amonites, Moabites, Ty- 
tians and Egyptians. God had 
determined to punish ali those 
nations for their idolatry and 
Viie abominations. And he 
meant to do this, by the instru- 
“mentality of Nebuchadnezzar. 
“Vhis powerful and ambitious 
‘prince actually accomplished 
the things, which God intended 
‘he should accomplish. His €x- 





ternal conduct was highly servi- 
ceabie to God, while employed 
in executing -his wise and holy 
designs. And in return for this 
service, Gord yvave him the con- 
quest, the dominion and wealth 
of Egypt. He loaded him with 
temporal benefits, out of re. 
spect to his external conduct, 
which answeved very impor- 
tant ends under the divine gov- 
ernment. ‘God raised up Jehu 
to be the executioner of his 
wrath against Ahab, the great 
corrupter of Israch. As soon as 
Jehu was anointed king, he 
pointed all his zeal against the 
house of Ahab, and completely 
destroyed the whole family, 
whom God designed he should 
destroy, though there is no rea- 
son to think that he acted from 
the pure motive of love to God 
and his cause ; for he finally 
fell into the sins of Jer boam, 
the son of Nebat, who m: le Is- 
rael to sin. Nevertheless, God 
told him he would recor pense 
him for his external concuct in 
executing his vengeance upon 
the house of Ahab. “ And the 
Lord said unto Jehu, because 
thou hast done well in executing 
that which is rightin mine eyes, 
and hast done unto the house of 
Ahab, according to all that was 
in mine heart, thy children of 
the fourth generation shall sit on 
the throne of Israel.” And 
when his son of the fourth gen- 
eration finished his reign, we 
read, “ This was the word of 
the Lord, which he spake unto 
Jehu, saying, thy sons shall sit 
on the throne of Israel unto the 
fourth gencration. And so it 
came to pass.” God actually 
bestowed the temporal favor up- 
on Jehu, which he engaged to 
bestow upon him, for his ¢x- 
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traordinary conduet in destroy- 


ing the house of Ahab, and 
abolishing the idolatry he. had 
promoted and established in the 
kingdom of Israel. God called 
Cyrus his anointed and his ser- 
vant, and succeeded him in his 
arduous and extraordinary exer- 
tions, in conquering the ene- 
mies of his people, and in giv- 
ing his people liberty to return 
from their long captivity to their 
mative land. “ Thus saith the 
Lord to his anointed, to Cy- 
rus, whose right hand I have 
holden, to subdue nations be- 
fore him ; and I will loose the 
loins of kings; to open before 
him the two leaved gates. I 
will go before thee and make 
the crooked: places straight: I 
will break in pieces the bars of 
brass, and cut in sunder the 
bars of iron: -and I will give 
thee the treasures of darkness, 
and hidden riches of secret pla- 
ces.” That is, God would give 
him temporal favors, as a re- 
compence for his external con- 
duct, in fulfilling the purposes 
of his providence. 
stances plainly show, that God 
does sometimes bestow peculiar 
temporal favors upon sinners 
for doing such external actions, 
as are peculiarly instrumental 
of fulfilling the great designs of 
providence. Besides, 

The scripture represents God 
as commonly bestowing external 
favors upon all, who perform 
certain kinds of external actions. 
He commonly smiles 


dence, who are industrious and 
laborious in their lawful pur- 
suits. Solomon says, “ the hand 
of the diligent maketh rich, and 
he that titeth his land shall be 
Satisfied with bread.” Benefi- 


upon . 
those, in the course of provi- | 


| 





cence, as well as industry, gen- 
erally draws the blessings. of 
providence. We read—* The 
liberal soul shall be made fat ; 
and he that. watereth shall be 
watered Honor the Lord with 
thy substance, and with the first 
fruits of thine increase, so shall 
thy house be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst out 
with new wine.” Obedience to 
parents is another thing, that 
often draws down temporal bles- 
sings upon children. Hence 
the aposile exhorts * children to 
obey their parents ; for this is 
right.” And to enforce this 
duty, he subjoins, * Honor thy 
father and muther, which is the 
first commandment with prom- 
ise, that it may be well with 
thee, and thou mayst live jong 
on the earth.” This is a tem- 
poral favor, which dutiful chil- 
dren have more reason to ecx- 
pect, than thase who are exter- 
Dally disobedient... External hu- 
mility and reformation often 
prove. the occasion of divine 


| forbearance and long-suffering 
These in-, 


to sinners. When Abab hum- 
bled himself and externally re- 
formed from his gross idolatry, 
(Zod had respect to bis external 
conduct, and told him he would 
treat him more favorably on ac- 
count of it, “ And il came to 
pass when Ahab heard those 
words, that he rent his clothes 
and put sackcloth on his flesh 
and fasted and lay in sackcloth 
and went softly. And the word 
of the Lord came to Elijah the 
Vishbite, saying, scest thou 
how Ahab humbleth himself 
before me ? because he humbleth 
himself before me,.1 will not 
bring the evil in his days ; but 
in his son’s days I will bring the 
evil upen his. house.” And 


































































































































































































454 The Services of Sinners rewarded with outward favore. [ Dec: 


God treated the Ninevites in the 
game external manner, when 
they externally reformed and 
humbled themselves, at the 
preaching of Jonah. And there 
is reason to believe, that God 
generally conducted towards the 
whole Jewish nation under the 
Mosaic dispensation, according 
totheir external conduct towards 
him. Solongas they were exter- 
nally obedient, he bestowed up- 
on them external blessings. In 
short, it appears from the whole 
tenor of scripture, that God 
often treats sinners more favor- 
ably in this life, on account of 
their industry, beneficence, fil- 
ial obedicnce and external aets 
of morality and religion. 

It is now proposed to show 
why God bestows temporal fa- 
vors upon sinners on account of 
their external conduct. God 
may have various reasons for 
treating sinners in this manner, 
which he has. never revealed, 
and of which consequently we 
roust be entirely ignorant. But 
there are two or three plain 
reasons for his conduct in this 
respect, which may be properly 
mentioned. And, 

1. God bestows temporal fa- 
vors upon sinners on account of 
their cxternal conduct to Aire 
them to fulfil his wise and holy 
designs. They never desire, 
nor intend to fulfil his purposes, 
and would never do it, were it 
not that they expect. a recom- 
pence for what they do. They 
always act from selfish, merce- 
nary motives, and mean to pro- 
mote their own. interest by all 
that they do for God, as well 
as for men. And God has as 
good a right to hire men to do 
his work, as they have to hire 
one another to do their work.— 





This right God assumes, and 
actually hires sinners to dé his 
service. He meantthat Judas 
should betray Christ, and should 
act freely in doing it from a 
mercenary motive. According. 
ly, in the course of providence, 
he hired him to betray his mas- 
ter for thirty pieces of silver, 
The king of Babylon was an 
enemy to the God of Israel, and 
had no disposition to promote 
his glory, or fulfil his holy de- 
signs ; but he would do any 
thing to aggrandize himself and 
increase the power. and wealth 
of hiskingdom. And this God 
knew, and therefore hired him 
to employ himself and his army 
to subdue the nations, whom he 
had determined to punish by 
the rod of his anger. This is 
precisely the account, which 
the prophet gives of God’s mo- 
live in bestowing Egypt upon 
the king of Babylon. “ Andit 
came to pass in the seven-and- 
twentieth year, in the fifth 
month, in the first day of the 
month, the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying, son of 
man, Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon caused his army to 
serve a great service against 
Tyrus : every head was made 
bald, and every shoulder was 
peeled ; yet hadfe no wages, 
nor his army for Tyrus, for the 
service which he had served 
against it. Therefore, thus 
saith the Lord God, behold, I 
will give the land of Egypt unto 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Bab- 
ylon, and he shall take her mul- 
titude, and take her spoil, and 
take her prey : and it shall be 
the wages of his army. I have 
given him the land of Egypt 
for his labor wherewith he set- 
ved against it, because they 
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wrought FOR ME, saith the Lord 
God.” God had much for Cy- 
rus to do, to prepare the way 
for the return of his people to 
their native land, and he gave 
him all the Babylonian empire 
to hire him to execute his gra- 
cious purposes. God had much 
for Alexander and the Czsars 
to do, in overturning nations 
and kingdoms, to prepare the 
way for the coming of Christ 
and spread of the gospel, and he 
gave them the wealth of the 

world for-the services which 
they performed for him. God 
has many great and signal ser- 
vices for sinners to do for him, 
and he is willing to give them 
the wages they demand. They 
desire temporal favors, and he 
gives them the temporal favors 
they desire. If they will culti- 
vate the earth; if they will 
build cities ; if ‘they will trav- 
erse the ocean; if they will 
jeopard their lives in the high 
places of the field; or, in any 
way, do signal service in exe- 
cuting the designs of provi- 
dence, he is willing to give 
them abundance of the good 
things of this life. And he is 
continually thus dispensing 
temporal favors to sinners, out 
of respect to the services which 
they undesignedly do for him. 
He knows the ruling passion of 
every sinner, and always ‘em- 
ploys the proper motives to al- 
lure him into his service. Ife 
knows that no sinner will work 
for him without: wages, and 
therefore he gives them their 
wages in just such things, as 
wil! induce them to bethe most 
laborious and indefatigable in 
doing what he has for them to 
do. God bestows much grea- 
ter temp. val favors upon some 





sinners than upon others, be- 
cause some do much more to 
fulfil his designs than others. 
No sinners can do great things, 
without great and. vigorous ex- 
ertions ; and some spare no 
pains, ‘no labor, no exertions, 
in pursuing their darling ob- 
jects, which must be pursued 
in order to accomplish the great 
designs of providence. God 
takes particular notice of such 
enterprizing sinners, and dis- 
penses his outward favors ac- 
cording to theic external con- 
duct in doing his will. 

2. God sometimes bestows 
the blessings of providence up- 
on sinners on account of their 
external conduct, in order to 
prepare them for spiritual and 
eternal good. Peculiar smiles 
of providence upon sinners have 
a tendency to awaken their at- 
tention to the goodness of Cod ; 
from whom come all temporal 
blessings. And the apostle 
tells us that the goodness of 
God leadeth to repentance. 
This most desirable and salutary 
effect the goodness of God has 
ofien produced in the minds of 
ungrateful sinners. Some have 
been deeply affected by the 
goodness of God, in preserving 
them from imminent danger, in 
raising them from a bed of sick- 
ness, or in bestowing upon 
thetn some extraordinary, oa 
unexpected temporal favor, 
in granting them aiscoiekdabil 
prosperity. The goodness of 
God in various ways has ofien 
melted down the most stubborn 
and obstinate sinners into con- 
trilion and godly scrrow. There 
is nothing makes sinners mor 
odious and inexcusable to them- 
selves, than a_ realizing sense 


|of God’s patience, forbearance, 
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and sparing mercy towards 
them. And he often does be- 
stow great outward favors upon 
sinners, in order to prepare 
them, in this way, for his spe- 
cial and saving grace. Some 
yery rich, some very wise, 
some very learned, some very 
mighty, and some very noble 
sinners, have been awakened, 
convinced, .and led to. repen- 
tance, by God’s distinguishing 
goodness to them, Some very 
aged and hardened sinners have 
been overcome by a lively sense 
of the long enjoyed, and long 
abused blessings of divine prov- 
idence. Such happy effects of 
providential: goodness have of- 
ten been seen and published for 
the benefit of the world. So 
thatave have good reason to be- 
lieve, that great and extraordi- 
nary temporal blessings are of- 
ten bestowed upon sinners, to 
bring them to repentance and 
save them from eternal destruc- 
tion. But it must be observed, 

3. That Ged sometimes be- 
stows rich and distinguished 
temporal favers upon sinners, 
to prepare them for future and 
final rain. This we are plainly 
taught: ia scripture. We are 
expressly told, that God raised 
up Pharach king of Eyypt, and 
lavished upon him the biessings 
of providence, to prepare him 
for his final overthrow... Fora 
similar reason, Gorl declares, 
that he would send the king of 
Babylon to take Jerusalem, and 
enrich himself and bis kingdom 
with the vast treasures, which 
had been laid up in that city. 
“*Q© Assyrian, the rod of mine 
anver, and the staffin their hand 
is mine indignation. If will send 
him against an bypocritical na- 
tion, and against the pecple of 





my wrath will I give him a 
charge, to take the spoil and 
to take the prey, and to tread 
them down-like the mire of the 
streets. Howbeit, he meaneth 
not so, neither doth his heart 
think so; but it is in his heart 
to destroy, and cut off nations 
not a few. Wherefore it shall 
come to pass, that when the 
Lord hath performed his whole 
work upon mount Zion and on 
Jerusalem, I will. punish the 
fruit of the stout heart of the 
king of Assyria, and the glory 
of his high looks.” God gave 
the Amorites the richand fer- 
tile land of Canaan, and would 
not allow, that they should be 
disturbed or destroyed, until they 
had completely abused the bles- 
sings of providence, and there- 
by ripened themselves for ruin. 
God gave the murmuring Is- 
raelites in the wilderness their 
request, but sent leanness into 
their souls, He afterwards gave 
the sinners in Zion line upon 
line and precept upon precept, 
that they might. go and fall 
backward, and be broken, and 
snared and taken. God often 
pours instruction into the minds, 
as well as the blessings of prov- 
idence into the bosoms of the 
ungodly, to prepare them for a 
more aggravated condemnation. 
Ele knows that they chuse to 
have their portion in this life, 
and.he gratifies their wishes, by 
giving them .that prosperity, 
which he knows they will abuse 
and pervert to their own destruc- 
tion. God has a right to do 
what he will with his own, and 
lavish his temporal favors upon 
whom he pleases ; but he never 
errs in dispensing his favors, 
because he always makes them 
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they are given. And one end, 
whicly he has always had, in'be- 
stowing outward favors upon 
-mOgrateful and impeniient sin- 
ners, was to fit them for their 
predestinated ruin. This is 
plainly - declared by the psalm- 
ist When the wicked spring 
as. the grass, and when all the 
workers of iniquity do flourish ; 
it is that they shall be destroyed 
for ever.” In this manner God 
is now condacting towards sin- 
ners all over the world. He is 
giving them wisdom and wealth 
and honor to gratify all the cor- 
ruption of their hearts, and to 
fill up the measure of their ini- 
quities and seal their own etern- 
al ruin. 

Now, since God bestows tem- 
poral. favors upon sinners, for 
the. teasons which have been 
given ; ‘then we may justly con- 
clade, that he does not do it, be- 
cause they do their duty or any 
partof their duty. The most 
plausible argument, that has ev- 
er been used in favor of sinners 
doing their duty, h:s-been drawn 


from Gol’s treatment of them. 


It has been strenuously urged, 
that God has affroved of the 
conduct of sinners. because he 
has actualiy bestowed temporal 
favors upon them, out of res- 
pect to what they have done. 
But, if what has been stated in 
the preceding remarks be true, 
there is no force in this argu- 
ment.: Becuuse God has other 
reasons for giving them the bles- 
sings of his providence, than 
their doing their duty, He 


Vor. V. NO, 12. 
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knows the hearts of sinners. 
And he perceives that they are 
wholly sintul in all the services 
they perform, however useful 
they may be and however neces- 
sary to accomplish his purposes. 
God never can approve of the 
motives of sinners, nor reward 
their services because their con- 
duct is pleasing in his sight.— 
There are other important rea- 


‘sons for his treating sinners ac- 


cording to their external con- 
duct in his holy and wise provi- 
dence. And since he never be- 
stows favors on sinners because 
they do their duty, he may con- 
sistently punish them for the 
very actions for which they have 
received favors from him. This 
he has often done.— Mercenary 
sinners always counteract their 
own designs. They design to 
promote their own interest in 
opposition to the. divine purpo- 
ses. But they promote his de- 
signs and destroy themselves. 
Che government of God over 
his enemies is wonderful and 
glorious. God favors sinners in : 
his: providence, so as to an- 
swer his own designs even by 
their evil conduct. Hence,: 
none have reason to conclude 
they are the friends of God, and 
that he is their friend, because 
they are prospered in his provi- 
dence. This:men areapt to do, 
but without good reason. It be- 
comes all to enquire whether 
they are seeking God, or them- 
selves, in what they design and 
do. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMmMis- 
SIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


"ue annual meeting cf the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions was held at the house of Mr. Henry Hudson, in Hart- 
ford, on Wednesday and Thursday the 16th and 17th days of September, 
1812; 
; Present, 
Me Gen. JEDIDIAH HUNTINGTON, 
Hon. JOHN TREADWELL, Esq. LL. D. 
Rev. JOSEPH LYMAN, D. D. 
Rev. TIMOTHY DWIGHT, D.D. LL. D. 
Rrv. SAMUEL SPRING, D. D. 
Hon. JOHN HOOKER, Esq. 
Rev. JEDIDIAH MORSE, D D. 
Rev. CALVIN CHAPIN, 
Rev. SAMUEL WORCESTER, D. D.* 


The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Dwiglit. 


During the session the we gentlemen were unanimously electct 
members of the Board, viz. the Hon Jonn Lancpon, Esq. and the Rev. 
Seta Payson, D.D of New Hampshire, the Rev. Henry Davis, 
). D. of Vermont, JenemMtau Evarts, Esq. of Massachusetts, his 
E.xcellency WILLIAM JonEs, Esq. of Rhode Island, the Hon. Joun Jay, 
Esq. LL. D., the Rev. SAMuEL Mitigr, D.D. the Hon. Ecserr 
BENSON, , LL. D. and the Rev E_reHatet Nort, D. D. of New 
York, the Hon. Ettas Bouprnot, Esq. LL.D. and the Rev. JamEs 
Kicuarps of New Jersey, and the Rev. Asupet Green, D. D.and 
RosERT RALsToN, Esq. of Pennsylvania. 


The following gentlemen were elected officers of the Board, viz. 
The Hox. JOHN TREADWELL, Esq. LL. D. President. 
_ The Rev. SAMUEL SPRING, D. D. Vice President. 
WILLIAM BARTLET, Esq. 
Rev. SAMUEL SPRING, D. D. Prudential 
Rev. SAMUEL WORCESTER, D.D. Committee. 
JEREMIAH EVARTS, Esq. 
REV. SAMUEL WORCESTER, D. D. Corresponding Secretary. 
Rev. CALVIN CHAPIN, Recording Secretary. 
JEREMIAH EVARTS, Esq. 7'reasurer. 
SAMUEL H. WALLEY, Esq. ‘4uditor. 
he _ The Treasurer’s Accounts were exhibited. Mr. Goodale, the late 
Anditor, having remoyed to a distant part of the country, these accounts 


conld not be audited before the meeting of the Board, but were referred 
r to the present Auditor. 








* His Honor Wiitiam Puitirps, sg. and WILLIAM BARTLET, 
Esq sere frevenied aiiending the meeting. 
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The Rev. Dr: Morse, the Rev. Dr..Worcester, and Mr; Evarts, were 
appointed a committee to prepare and publish an address to the public 
on behalf of the Board. 

Voted, that the Prudential Committee pay an immedi:te and particu- 
Jar attention to the circulation of the Holy Scriptures in the various lan- 
guages of the unevangetized nations; and that, as soon as expecient, 
theye d upon this subject as much at least of the funds of the Board 
as the Act of Incorporation requires. 

The report of the Prudential Committee was read and accepted. 

‘The instructions of the Prudential Committee to the Missionaries, who 
lately sailed for India under the direction of the Board, were read and 
———. 

oted, That the Prudential Committee annually transmit a copy of 
the report of the doings of this Board to the General Association of New 
Hampshire, the General Convention of Congregational and Presby- 
tevian ministers in Vermont, the Genera! Association of Massachusetts 
Proper, the General Association of Connecticut, and the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be requsted to return the thanks of this 
Board, as far aspracticable, to all those who have heretofore contribu- 
ted for the purposes of the institution 

Voted, That the Hon. John Hooker, Esq. and the Rev. Dr. Lyman be 
a committee to procure the printing, in the Iroquois language, of such 
Christian writings as in their judgment may be expedient for the use of 
the Iroquois Indians ; and that they distribute them according to their 
discreticn. 

Voted, That the Treasurer give bond to the Board for the faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of his office, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, 
with sufficient sureties, to be approved by the major part of the Pruden- 
tial Committee. 

Voted, That this Board will receive Mr. Eleazer Williams undev 
their patronage, and support him in completing his education for the 
antes ; provided, he shall consent to submit himself to the direction of 

e Board. 


Voted, That the President of this Board, the Rev. Dr. Lyman, and 
the Rev. Mr. Chapin, be a committee to consider, and report upon, that 
part of the report of the Prudential Committee, which regards an inter- 
course between this Board and the Auxiliary Foreign Mission Societies. 

The Editor of the Panoplist, made a written proposition to the Board 
to the following effect That all the profits of that publication, after a 
reasonable allowance for his services as Editor shall have been deducted, 
be devoted to the promotion of the missionary cause under the direction 
of this Board; and that the amount of such reasonable allowance be fix- 
ed, at the close of each volume, by a committee mutually agreed upon 
between himself and the Board. This arrangement to commence with 
the next volume,* should the work be continued as usual. 

To prevent misconception, it wasexpressly stated, that the Editor did 
not wish to have such an arrangement considered as an approbation of 
the Panoplist on the part of the Board, or as connecting the Board in 
any manner with that work ; but simply as a method mutually agreed 
upon to find what are the real profits of the publication. ; 

It was also stated, that it shall always be in the power of the Commit- 
tee to designate the specific objects to which said profits shall be applied, 
and which shall always be such as said committee shall judge to be pe- 
Culiarly important to the missionary cause. . 


* A similar arrangement exists with respect to the current volume ; 
though the Board not being in session when it was formed, could not bc 
made a party to it. 
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The foregoing proposition was accepted, and the following gentlemen 
were mutually ag upon as the Committee ; viz. the Rev. Joshua Hun- 
tington of Boston, the Rev. John Codman of Dorchester, Dr. Reuben D, 
Mussey of Salem, Henry Gray, Esq. of Boston, arid the Rev. Moses 
Stuart. Professor in the Theological Seminary at Andover: : 

Voted, That the Treasurer loan or invest the money in the Treasury, 
or such part of it as may be judged expedient, with the concurrence 
under the the direction of the Prudential Committee. max) 

Voted, That the next annual meeting of the Board be held at Concert 
ree Boston, on the third Wednesday of September, 1813, at 10 o'clock, 
_ The Rev. President Dwight was appointed to preach on the occasion ; 
and the Rev. Mr Chapim-was appointed his substitute. 

Voted, That the President and the Recording aes present the 
thanks of this Board to Mr. Henry Hudson for the proof of his regard:to 
the cause of Foreign Missions manifested by the very hospitable and gen- 
erous manner in which he has provided for the members during the pre- 
sent session 

The session was closed with prayer by the Vice-President. 


The foregoing account of the proceedings of the Board was, in con- 
sequence of their direction, compiled by the Prudet1al Committee from 
the minutes of the sng Secretary. — 

The Rev Dr. Strong, of Hartford waited on the Board, the first day 
of the session, and politely committed to their disposal more than siz 
hundred dollars, subscribed on papers issued by him, for the encourage- 
ment of the Eastern Translations, The exact sum will be published 
among the donations, when remitted. 


The Annual Report of the Prudential Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


Wir high sensibility, and with lively gratitude to the Redeemer and 
King of Zion, the Prudential Committee of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions meet their Brethren on the present occa- 
sion, and make thei: annual Report. 

The purposes of the Board, hatinctly expressed at the last meeting, it 
has been the desire, and endeavor of the Committee to carry into ¢ 
as early, and to as great an extent, as practicable. As soon as convenient, 
an address to the public on the subject of missions to the heathen was 
prepared and printed, and care was taken to give it an extensive and 
efficaciuus circulation. In the separate sheet, and.in the Panoplist and 
Missionary Magazine, it has found access to the different parts of our 
country ; and there is reason to believe that its effect, in exciting atten- 
tion to its great olyect, and in awakening and spreading the missionaay 
spirit, has been very considerable. The Committee. however, could not 
entirely rely on the address or any other means which had been put in 
Peele operation, for the immediate and permanent supply of fands requisite to 
f answer their wishes and those of the ijoard. Four missionaries were 
| waiting, and had long been waiting, with a degree of impatience, to he sent 

al out with the everlasting Gospel to the perishing millions of the East; and 

: the Committee were earnestly desirous to relieve their impatience, and to 
14 embrace the earliest opportunity for convey ing them to the destined field 
| of their labors. But for this purpose thousands of dollars were wanting. 

When contemplating possible wavs and means, no plan presented itself 
to the Committee as more eligible, than to institute in the principal. towns 
in New England and in other states, as far as practicable, societies auxil- 
jary to this Board, and whose special business chould be to aid in procuring 
fands. This plan, it was hoped, would bring immediate help in the exist- 
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ing exi , combine extensively the influences of the friehds of mis- 
sions, give increase and efficiency ta the missionary spirit, and open du- 
rable sources of supply to the treasury. The plan was adopted early in 
the winter. Mr John Frost, a licentiate preacher, in whom the Cam- 
mittee had great confidence, was appointed an agent, and invested with 
a commission to assist in carrying it into execution ; and the success has 
exceeded the most sanguine expectations. About twenty societies have 
been formed ; more than four thqusand dollars have been remitted from 

‘them to the treasurv ; and the annual subscriptions in them, though 
thev cannot be accurately estimated at present, amount to a very consid- 
erable sum. ‘hese societies cannot but be regarded as vastly important 
to the general concern, and as Claiming very particular -attention ; and 
the Committee would respectfully submit, whether some measures should 
not be adopted to extend, to animate, and to strenyihen them ; and te 
establish between them and this Board a regular and permanent inter- 
course. 

Though the Committee were very desirous to be in a state of prepara- 
ration to send out the waiting misssionaries by the first conveyanée ; 
yet. such weré the commercial embarrassments, but little expectation 
was entertained, that a conveyance would soon occur’ But He who has 
the times and the seasons in his han¢!s, and whose, especially, is the mis- 
sionary Cause, knew the day and the hour. In the latter part of Janua- 
rv, Messrs Newell and Hall, the two missionary brethren, who had fe- 
sided fr some time at Philadelphia on account of the medical advantages 
there enjoyed, returned. in haste with the iatelligence, that a ship called 

- the Harmony was shortly to sail from that port for Calcutta, and would 
afford accommodations for the missionaries. This return was by the 
articular advice of Robert Ralston, E-q.a name well known, and great- 
k endeared to the friends of missions, in Eurcpe and India, as well as in 
this country ; and from him they brought a letter presenting the oppor- 
tunitv in a very favorable light, and kindly offering assurances of his-at- 
tention and aid. ‘The Committee immediately met, and the moment was 
an important one. The Harmony was to sail in about a fortnight ; if that 
opportunity were not embraced, it conld not be foreseen when’ another 
‘would océur ; but the funds then at the disposal of the Committee did 
not exceed twelve hundred dollars After serious deliberation, however, 
the Committee were impressed with the persuasion that Divine Provi- 
dence called for an immediate and great effort; and they resolved to 
send out the four missionaries by the Harmony, and took their measures 
accordingly. ; 
‘ — Tt was on Mondav’ the 27th of January that this resolution was taken. 
The ordination of the missionaries was appointed to be on the Thars- 
day of the next week ; the latest day, which would leave time fo: them 
to get on to Philadelphia in season Notice was immediately given to the 
friends of the mission in the vicinity, and-means were put in operation 
‘with all possible activity, and to as great an extent as the limited time 
would allow. for raising the requisite funds. . 

In the mean time, Mr. Luther Rice, a licentiate preacher from:the 
Theniogical Institution at Andover, whose heart had long been engaged 
in the missionarv cause. but who had been restrained from-offering tam- 
self to the Board by particular circumstances, presented himself to the 
Committee with recommendations, and with an earnest desire to 
join the mission. € case was a very trying one ‘Phe’ Committee were 
not invested with full powers to admit missionaries, and they still felt a 
very heavy embarrassment from the warit of funds. In view of all the cir- 
cumstances, however, they did not dare to reject Mr Rices antl they 
¢ame to the conclusion to assume the responsibility, and to admit him as 
a missionary to be ordained with the four other brethren, and sent out 
with them. This responsibility still rests upon the Committee. But with 
the pleasing consciousness that they acted in the case enilet an impres- 
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sive sense of duty, and with a sacred view to advance the great design of 
this Board, they cheerfully submit themselves to the inquiry and to the 
jetgnee of their brethren. 

ile the preparations were making, it came to the knowledge of the 
Committee, that the brigantine Caravan, of Salem, was to sail for Cal- 
cutta ina few days, and could carry out three or four passengers ; and, 
after attention to the subject, it was deemed advisable, that two of the 
missionaries with their wives should take passage in that vessel. ‘Lhis 
lessened the general risk, and was attended with several advantages. 

According to appointment, on the sixth of February the missionaries 
were ordained, at the ‘'abernacle in Salem. A season of more impres- 
sive solemnity has scarcely been witnessed in our country. The sigit of 
five young men of highly respectable talents and attainments, and wha 
might reasonably have promised themselves very eligible situations in 
our churches, forsaking parents, and friends, and country, and every 
alluring earthly prospect, and devoting themselves to the privations, 
hardships, and perils of a mission for life toa people sitting in darkness, 
and in the region and shadow of death, in a far distant and unpro- 
pitious clime, could not fail deeply to affect every heart, not utterly des- 
titute of fecling Nor less affecting were the views, which the whole 
scene was Calculated to impress, of the deplorable condition of the pagan 
world, of the riches of divine grace displayed inthe Gospel, and of the 
obligations on all, on whom this grace is conferred, to use their utmost 
endeavors in making the Gospel universally known, God was manifest- 
hy present ; a crowded and attentive assembly testified, with many tears, 
the deep interest which they felt in the occasion ; and not a few remem- 
ber the scene with fervent gratitude, and can say, it was good to be 
there. 

After the public solemnities, arrangements for the departure of the 
missionarics were made with all possible despatch ; and, on the evening 
of the same day, brethren Nott, Hall, and Rice, took their leave in haste, 
that they might not fail of arriving at Philadelphia, in season for taking 
their passage in the Harmony. ‘Those who remained were expected to 
sil early in the next week. Circumstances occurred, however, by which 
both the vessels were detained for several days ; and it was not until the 
19:h of February that brethren Judson and Newell with their wives 
sailed in the Caravan from Salem, and about the same time brethren 
Nott, Hall, and Rice, with the wife of Mr. Nott, and several missionaries 
trom England, left the Delaware in the Harmony. 

The delay of the vessels was highly auspicious: and the Committce 
would do violence to their feelings, and be greatly wanting in attention to 
the subject for high thankfulness to God, should they refrain from ex- 
pressing the deep impression which they have felt of his particular pro- 
vidence in the whole business of preparing and sending out the mission. 
When the resolution was taken to embrace the opportunity by the Har- 
mony, the utmost which the Committee expected to be able to do was, to 
fit out the four missionaries then engaged without their wives ; or if their 
wives should go, to advance to them only a half year’s, instead of a whole 
veat’s salary ; or else to retain only two of them in the employment of 
this Board, and resign the other two to the London Missionary Society. 
Probably, indeed, the resolution could not have been taken at all, but 
for the commission which had been obtained from that Society. For the 
Committee cast themselves upon divine Providence in the case, with the 
alternative distinctly in view, that should they fail of seasonably obtaining 
the funds to enable them to send out the missionaries in the employment 
of this Board, they could, in the last resort, let them go under the Lon- 
don commission. Having this alternative, they ventured upon a measure, 
which otherwise, (so doubtful was the prospect of obtainmg the pecu- 
niary means,) they probably would have judged presumptuous. And they 
acted upen the same principle, when they added Mr. Rice to the mission. 
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Nor was it until after the solemnities of the ordination, that they felt 
themselves warranted decisively to resolve on sending all the missiona- 
ries im the service, and at the expense, of this Board ; and even then 
their expectations extende‘ no further, than to an advance for each mission- 
ary of a half year’s salary. But the lord made it to be remembered that, 
the silver and the gold are his. The hearts of the people were won- 
derfully opened ; money flowed in from all quarters; and by the time 
that the Caravan sailed the Committee were able to meet all the ex- 
penses of fitting out the missiondries, and to advance for each of them 
a whole year’s salary. In addition to this, collections were made at 
Philadelphia, during the same interval of delay, and delivered to the 
brethren who sailed from that port, to such an amount as to make the 
whole which was paid to the missionaries in advance equal to their stipu- 
lated salary for a year and a quarter nearly. ‘This deserves very grate- 
ful notice ; for had our brethren been sent out, as it was expected the 
must be, with provision only for six months, such is the obstructed state 
of commercial intercourse and the uncertainty of making remittances to 
India, that not only the committee and this whole Board, but the friends 
of the mission generally, must have been distressed with apprehensions 
of the sufferings to which, fur want of the means of support, they 
might have been exposed. God WILL PROVIDE; God did provide. 
Within about three weeks, reckoning from the commencement of the 
special arrangements, more than six thousand dollars were collected for 
the mission. Several societies and many individuals shewed a liberality, 
which entitles them tothe very grateful acknowledgments of this Board, 
and of all the friends of the Redeemer’s cause ; and which, it is devout- 
ly to be hoped, will be a precious memorial of them, in his kingdom for 
ever. While contemplating the providence of God in these transactions 
at large, it should not be overlooked that had not our brethren been sent 
out at the very time they were, as no opportunities have since occurred, 
and as none are now likely soon to occur, the mission must have been 
delayed for a long time, and perhaps even till the close of the present de- 
plorable war. 

Since their ay wiped no intelligence has been received from the Mis- 
sionaries. As they were commended tothe grace cf God, with many 
prayers and tears, they will not cease to be so commended ; and to Him 
under whose signal auspiccs they went out, and whose own glory is the 
ultimate object of all sincere attempts to spread the Gospcl and to save 
the heathen, the whole dispcsal cf the mission may be safely referred. 
And it becomes all who fee) an interest in it, tohold themselves prepared 
devoutly to bless his name, whether he crown it with success answera- 
ble to their hopes, or in his inscrutable wisdom disappoint their expecta- 
tions, aad makc it a subject of severc trial to their faith. 

The instructions given to the missionaries were necessarily drawn up 
in great haste ; but they will be submitted, with leave, to the considera- 
tion and for the revision of the Board 

Under the direction of the Committee, Messrs. Richards and War- 
ren, who were accepted by the Board at’ the last annual meeting, have 
been favored with advantages of medical instruction in the intervals al- 
lowed by the Theological Institution of which they are members ; both of 
them at Dartmouth College the last autumn, aud one of them since with 
Dr. Miller of Franklin, and the other with Dr. Massey of Salem. And 
the particular thanks of this Board arc due to the gentlemen Professors 
of the Medical Institution at Dartmouth, and the two physicians who af- 
forded their private instructions, for their ready liberality ‘The two 
brethren hold themselves still at the direction of this Board, with a read- 
iness of mind to enter into active service, as soon as Providence shall 
open the door for the purpose. ” 

Mr Eleazer Williams, the Indian youth proposed for an Indian mis- 
sion, and who is in a course of education for this purpose, purtiy at the 
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of this Board, made a visit in the course of the last winter to his 
tribe, a journal of which has been seen by the Committee. It is an excel, 
lent journal ; affords great evidence of the piety and good sense of Mr, 
Williams ; and details some facts highly favorable to his reception 
among his red brethren, when the time shall come tor him to be sent to 
them. When that time will come is known only to Him, who has all 
events under his sovereign direction. At present the prospect regarding 
the contemplated mission to the Caghnawaga Indians, and that regur, 
ding our missions to the Kast, are darlened by the war; but this dark- 
ness may be dissipated, and brighter scenes open, than men can foresee, 
For reasons, which will be obvious to this Board, it was judged advi- 
sable to apply. to the Legislature of Massachusetts for an act enduing the 
Roard with corporate powers and pone An application was accor. 
dingly made, which ultimately succeeded. This act will be submitted to 
the consideration af the Boar 
- Ona review, the Committee are persuaded that their brethren, as 
well as themselves will recognize many precious reasons of thankfulness 
to God ; many impressive tokens of his gracious regard to our great de+ 
sign; many signal encouragements to prosecute the design with re- 
newed and increased devotedness and activity. Phe war may em- 
barrass our operations, but should not restrain our efforts If the sure 
word of prophecy warns us of perils and calamities, of distress of 
nations with perplexity; it gives us assurance also that in these 
troublous times, the Gospel shall be extensively propagated, and that 
in overturning, and overturning, and overturning, the Lord is making 
way for the establishment in all the earth of that kingdom which cannot 
be shaken. Jf the vay of vengeance is in his heart, the YEAR of his 
redeemed is come. Great Britam, while sustaining a conflict unexampled 
in the history of the world, is displaying a liberality, a zeal, and a spirit 
of enterprise, for imparting the word of life and the blessings of salvation 
to all people, to enemies as well asto friends, not less strikingly unexam- 
pled. And in this glorious work, so far from being checked by any pres; 
sure of burdens or difficulties, she continues without remission, and 
abounds more and more By hier admirable example, America should 
be provoked to emulation. Under no circumstances should we faint or 
be discouraged ; but, trusting in God in whose casae we are engaged, if 
difficulties present themselves, our zeal should rise, and our efforts be 
augmented. ‘The word is sure, He who reigns on the holy hill of Zion 
shall have the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost farts of the 
earth for his possession. We hail him Lorp oF Lorps, AND KING OF 
KINGS; We rejoice in the opening prospects of his kingdom ; and to be 
instrumental in extending his dominion, and the blessings of his salvation, 
will be our highest glory. : 


Instructions, given by the Prudential Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, to the Missionaries 
to the East, Feb. 7, 1812. 


“ To the Rev. Adoniram Judson, Samuel Nott, Samuel Newell, Gordon 
Hiall,and Luther Rice, Missionaries to the East, under the American 
Board of Commissioners Jor Forcign Missions. 


** VERY DEAR BRETHREN, 


As in Divine Providence we are specially charged with the weighty 
care of the Mission in which you are engaged, it devolves on us, as a 
sacred duty, to give some instructions for your observance. ‘These in- 
structions, owing to a pressure of circumstances, and the want of cer- 
tainty in xegard toe some important points relating to the mission, will 
doutless be more imperfect than otherwise they might have been ;. and i 
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will rest with us, or with our successors in this care, hereafter to make 
them more complete. 

“1. Your first. concern, dear Brethren, must be frersonal. As you 
have given yourselves to the service of God in the Gospel of His gon 
among the Gentiles, it wiil be of the utmost importance, not only that 
you be sincere and without offence, but also that your hearts be kept 
constantly burning with love to God, to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 
souls of men. In order to this, you wil! be much in the exercise of cevo- 
tion ; in reading, meditation, and prayer ; you will be religiously obser- 
vant of all the precepts, ordinances, and instructions of the Gospel; 
and you will exercise yourselves to have always consciences void of of= 
Sence, both towards God, and towards men. Keeft under your bediee, 
and bring them inio subjection, Keeft your hearts with all diligence. 
Live — in Christ Jesus. Watk before God and be per fect. 

“2. Have fervent charity among yourselves. Let there be no strife 
among you, which of you shall be acccunted the greatest : but he that ig 
Sreatest among you, fet him be as the younger ; and he that is chief, 
as he that doth serve. Yehave one Master, even Christ ; and all ye are 
brethren. Be watchful over one another, in the spirit of meekness; 
and firovoke one another only to love and good warks. 

“3. The Christian Missionaries of every Protestant denomination, 
sent from Europe to the East, you will regard as your brethren ; the ser- 
vants of the same Master, and engaged inthe same work with yourselves. 
With them your only competition will be, who shall display most of the 
spirit, and do most for the honor of Christ ; with them you wiil be ready 
to cultivate the best understanding, and to reciprocate every Christian 
and friendly office ; and with them you will cheerfully co-operate, as far 
as consistently you can, in any measure for the advancement of the com- 
mon cause. However it may be with others, let it never, dear Brethren, 
be your fault, if among the converts to Christainity in the East, ev 


4 
one shall say, J am of Pau, and I of Apfiollos, and I of Cejihas, and I 


of Christ ; but remember there is one body and one Sfirit, even so be- 
lievers are all called in one hope of their calling: one Lord, one Saith, 
one bafitism, one God and Father of all, who isabove ail, and through 
all, and in them all. 

“4, Wherever your lot may be cast, you will withhold yourselves most 
scrupuously from all interference with the powers that be ;-and from all 
intermeddling with political concerns. You will sacredly remember who 
has said, Render unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and unto God 
the things that are God’s. Render unto all, therefore, thetr dues : tri- 
bute towhom tribute is due; custom, to whom custom: fear, to whom 
Sear ; honor, to whom honor. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake. i 

“5. As muchas in you lies live peaccably with all men. You go, dear 
Brethren, as the messengers of love, of peace, of salvation, to people 
whose opinions and customs, habits and manuers, are widely different 
from those, to which you have bcen used ; and it will not only comport 
with the spirit of your mission, but be essential to its success, that, as far 
asyou can, you conciliate their affection, their esteem, and their respect. 
You will, therefore, make it your care to preserve yourselves from all 
fastidiousness of feeling, and of deportment; to avoid every occasion of 
unnecessary offence, or disgust to those among whom you may sojourn ; 
and in regard to all matters of indifference, or in which conscience is 
not concerned, to make yourselves easy and agreeable to them. In this, 
as well as in most other things, you wili do well to hold in view the ex- 
ample of Paul, the first and most distinguished missionary to the heathen ; 
who, though he was free from all, yet made himself servant-unto ak; 
that he might gain the more ; and became ail things to all men, that 
by all means he might gain some. When you behold the superstitions 
and abominations of the heathen, your sfirits, indeed, will be stirred in 
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you, and you will be very jealous for _ God and Saviour. But even 
then, you will take heed that your zeal be according to knowledge, and 
tempered with the meekness of wisdom. In all things, it will behove 
you, dear Brethren, to be harmless and blameless, the children of God 
without rebuke ; to show to the Gentiles the excellent character of 
the religion of the Gospel, and to let them see in_ you a living example of 
“whatsoever things are true, of whatsoever things are honest, of what- 
‘ soever things are just, of whatsoever things are pure, of whatsoever 
“ things are lovely, of whatsoever things are of gocd report.” 

**6. From the best views, which we have been able to obtain, our pre- 
sent desire is, that. the seat of this Mission should be in some part of 


the empire of Birmah.  Afier your arrival in India, however, you will 


make it an object to avail yourselves of information relating to that em- 
pire, and also relating to other parts cf the East; and after due delibe- 
ration, you will be at your discreticn, as to the place where to make your 
station. It will also ina similar m«nner, rest with you to determine, 
whether the great object of the mission will probably be best promoted, 
by your residing together in one place, or by occupying scparate stations, 
in regard to those very important points, however, it is expected that 
you will act with unanimity ; certainly, that vou act only with a due 
vegard exch to the views and feelings of the rest, to our known desire 
and expectation, and to the essential interests of the Mission. 

** You will perceive, dear Brethren, the very urgent amportance of ob- 
serving strict economy, in regard both to your ume end expenditures.— 
You will therefore make it vour care to get to the iicld, or Siclds, of your 
labors, as soon and with as little expense as possible. 

“7. For yourselves and for the object of the missicn, it will be import- 
ant that vou adopt, as early as possible, some plan of polity, or social 
order. The office of presiding in your little community should, for very 
obvious reasons, we think, be held in rotation. You will havea treasurer, 
and a secretary or clerk, that your financial concerns may be conducted, 
and the records of your proceedings kept, with regularity and correct- 
ness. The rules and regulations which you adopt, you will transmit to 
us for our consideration. Of the journals of the missicn, alse, to which 
you will pay very particular attention, and in which you will regularly 
note whatever may be interesting to you, or to us, you will, as often as 
convenient, transmit to us copies. 

“8. No time should be lost in forming yourselves inte a church, ac- 
cording to the order divinely prescribed, that you may attend in due form 
upon the worship and ordinances of Chrisi’s house. This will be of 
great importance, both to yourselves, and to the people among whom 
you dwell. ‘The ordinance of the Lord’s supper should be administered, 
we think, as often at least, as once in every month ; and you will freely 
reciprocate the privilege of communicating in this ordinance with other 
Christians in regular church standing. 

‘¢ Inall places, and especially ameng peoptc superstitiously observant of 
their own sacred times and seasons, a very exemplary observance of the 
Sabbath is of the very first importance to Christianity. This, dear Breth- 
ren, you cannot too deeply feel ; and it will be your care that Pagans shall 
not have occasion to say, or totlink, that Civistians have no reverence 
for the ordinances of their God. It is by their eyes, not Jess than by their 
ears, that you are to gain access to their hearts. In regard, also, to the 
time of beginning the Sabbath, vou will perceive it to be not of little 

consequence, that you be concientiousiy agreed of 

“9, ‘he great objectcf your Mission is to impart to those who sit in 
darkness, and in the region and shadow of death, the saving knowledge 
of Christ. In order to this it will be a matter of primary attention to 
make vourselves acquainted with the langusze of the people, with whom 
you ave to converse, and to whom you are ic preach. You wiil not, how- 
ever, neglect any opportunity or means cf Gowg them good, even before 
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you can use their language ; but you will give yourselves wholly to your 
work, an‘l use all care that you run not in vain, neither labor in vain. 
The deplorable ignorance of the poor heathen will constantly be in your 
minds, and deeply affect your hearts. To them youare to make known 
the words by which they and their children may be saved. To them you 
areto teach, not the commandments, or the dogmas cf men ; but the 

ure doctrines of the Gospel, drawn directly from the Scriptures of truth. 

ou will most religiously beware of that philosophy, and vain deceit, 
which isafter the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ ; and avoid questions and strifcs of words, where- 
of come envy, strife, revilings, evil surmises, and perverse disfiutings 
of men of corrupt minds. 

“In teaching the Gentiles it wil! be your business, not vehemently to 

Claim against their superstitions, but inthe meckness and gentleness of 
Christ, to bring them as divectly as possible to the knowledge of divine 
truth. Itis the truth, THE TRUTH ASIT IS IN JESUS, which is migh- 
ty through God to the pulling down of strong holds, casting down ima- 
ginations, and every high tung, which exalteth itself against the know!- 
edge of God ; and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ. So far as the truth has access, so as to produce its effect, the 
errrors, and snperstitions, and vices of Paganism will fali of course. You 
will beware of the rock on which Missionaries have too often split ; and 
not at once advance upon the uninstructed with things beyond their pow- 
er to understand. Beginning with the first firincifdes of the doctrine of 
Christ, you will proceed in your instructions gradually, with patience and 
widom ; feeding the people with milk, until they have strength to bear 
meat. And fortheir good unto salvation, it will be your delight, as it will 
be your duty, tobeinstant in season, and out of scason ; to be their ser- 
vants for Jesus’ sake, and to shend and be spent. 

**10. If God in hisinfinite grace, prosper your labors, and give you the 
happiness to see converts to the truth, you will proceed in regard to them, 
at once with charity and with caution. You will allow sufficient time for 
trial, and for the reality of conversion tobe attested by its fruits ; that, 
as far as possibie, the scandal of apostasy may be prevented. You wilk 
admit none as members of the church of Christ, but such as give credi- 
ble evidence that they are true believers ; and none to the ordinance of 
baptism, but credible believers and their households. The discipline of 
Christ’s house, you will charitably and faithfully observe. 

**11. As in Christian lands, so in all lands, the hope of the church is 
principally from the rising generation. Youth and children, therefore, 
will be the objects of your very particular solicitude and attention ; and 
no pains will be spared cither by yourselves, or by our dear sisters, your 
wives, for their Christian education. 

“12, It willbe your desire, as it is ours, to lighten as much as possible 
the expenses of the Mission ; that by the pious liberalities of this country, 

our establishment may be cnlarged, and other missions supported. So 

ar, therefore, as you can consistently with you. missionary duties, you 
will apply yourselves to the most eligible ways and means of procuring a 
support for yourselves and families, agreeably to the example of Europe- 
an missionaries and even of the apostles. 


“ Dearly beloved Brethren, 


You cannot but be sensible of the vast responsibility under which you 
are to act. You are made a spectacle to God, to angels, and to men. 
The eyes of the friends, and of the .cnemies of Christ and his cause wiil 
be upon you. You are the objects of ihe prayers, and of the hopes, and 
of the lideralities cf many. On your conduct in your mission, incalcula- 
ble consequences, both to the Christian and to the Pagai: world, are ce- 
pending. Be strony in the Lord and be faithful. Count not even your 
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lives dear unto yourselves, 80 that you may finish your course with joy, 
and the ministry which you have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the Gospel of the grace of God. With fervent prayers for your safety, 
your welfare, and your success, we commend you, dear brethren, to God, 
and to the word of his grace. 


A true Copy from the Records of the Prudential Committtee. 
Attest, SAMUEL WORCESTER, 


Clerk of the Prudential Committee. 
SALEM, February 7, 1812. 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS OF THE BOARD. 


The American Board of Commissioners, in account current with their 
Prudential Committee, Dr. 


To cash paid out during the year which preceded the annual meeting in 
September 1811, (there. being no Treasurer,) for the following purposes, 
Viz. 

kixpenses of Mr. Judson’s voyage to England, in 


the winter of 1811, § 409,33 
Travelling expenses of the members of the Board, 
in attending the annual meeting, — 103,75 
Expenses oi entertainment during the meeting, 17,£0 
Travelling expenses of Messrs. Judson and Nott, 
in attending the annual meeting, 25,00———555,88 
To balance since accounted for to the Treasurer, 843,64 
§ 1,399,52 


Contra Cr. 


By cash received as conations tothe Board, before 
Sept. 18, 1811, % 1,375,96 


By interest on a donation to the permanent fund, 10,20 
By a premium of 5 per cent. on a bill of ex- 
change for $ 267,921, 56 


§ 1,399,52 


The American Board of Commissioners, in account current with 
Jeremiah Evarts, their Treasurer, Dr. 


To cash paid in conformity to crders, from No, 1. to No. 22, inclusive, 
signed by the clerk of the Prudential Committee, between the annual 
meeting in Sept. 1811, ad the passing of the Act of Incorporation, June 
20, 1812, viz. for, 

Expenses incurred in the prosecution of the 
objects of the Board, ¥ 9,327,04 

Payment of monev borrowed, 360,00 -——9,687,04 

To losses by counterteit money received in do- 





nations, 12,33 
9,699,37 
To balance carried to new account, 4,091,63 





$ 13,791,00 
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Contra Cr. 
By cash remaining in the hands of the Pruden- 
tial Committee, at the annual meeting in 1811, 
and since accounted for to the Treasurer, 
By cash borrowed by the Prudential Commit- 
tee in Feb. 1812, 
By cash received in donations between the an- 
nual meeting in Sept. 1811, and June 20, 1812, viz. 
From individuals, as by Statement A, & 6,886,76 
From Foreign Mission Societies, as by State- 
ment B, 
From other Charitable Societies, as by State- 
ment C, 167,77 
Aggregate of contributions in ecclesiastical so- 


cieties, churches and congregations, as by State- 
ment D, 


3,858,23 


1,674,60—--12,587,36 
$ 13,791,00 
The Board, in account with the Treasurer, Dr. 
To cash paid in conformity to orders, Nos. 23 and 
24, signed by the clerk of the Prudential Commit- 
tee, between June 21, and Aug. 31, 1812, 
To a counterfeit bill received in a donation, 
To balance carried to new account, 


$ 211,31 
8,00 
5,252,46 


$ 5,A71,77 
Contra Cr. 


By balance brought to new account, ¥ 4,091,63 
By cash received as interest on a part of the per- 
manent fund, 
By cash in donations received between June 20, and 
Au . 31, Vize 
rom individuals, 558,16 
From Foreign Mission Societies, 620,00 
From other charitable Societies, 175,38 
Contributions from churches and congregations,  12,50-——1,366,04 


14,10 


% 5,471,77 
The amount of donations in the account, which was 
closed June 20, 1812, is, § 12,587,36 


in the account which was closed Aug. 31, 1,366,04 


§ 13,953,40 
A STATEMENT OF THE EXPENDITURES OF THE BOARD IN WHICH 
THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF EXPENSE ARE CLASSED TOGETHER. 


The payment of the sums here specified was authorized by orders of 
the Prudential Committee from No.1 to No. 22, inclusive. It was thought 
preferable to publish the expenses in this way, rather than to give the 
accounts at large under their several dates, as the reader may now see at 
one glance the amount expended for cach particular object. 

‘The remainder due on the expenses of Mr. Judson’s 
voyage to Europe, % 118 00 

xpense of journies in Jan. and Feb. 1812, preparatory 
to the embarkation of the missionaries, viz. 
——— of Mr. Nott and his wife, § 92 62 
of Mr. Newell, 46:17 
-of Mr. Rice, 50 50 
of Mr. Hall, y 86 00—275 29—595 29 
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Outfit of Mr. Judson, 339 01 
—— of Mr. Nott, 341 63 
— of Mr. Newell, 312 34 
— of Mr. Rice, 381 52 


—— of Mr. Hall, (including a considerable sum for 
surgical instruments, medicines, &c. the exact amount of 
which cannot be ascertained, ) 476 25--1,85075 





Expense of Mr. Newell’s first journey to Philadelphia, 
for the purpose of attending medical lectures, in oa - aa 
Ss 3 
—— of Mr.Hall’s, 26 00—52 38 
Expenses incurred by Mr. Neweli,while attending me- 
dical lectures both in Boston and Philadelphia, $ 271 96 








by Mr. Hall, 184 00--455 96—508 34 
Expenses of medical and other books purchased by 
Mr. Newell and Mr. Nott in Boston, 67 90 
—— of medicines, surgical instruments, &c. by Mr. 
Newell at Salem, 161 19 
of medical books, surgical instruments, &c. by 
Mr. Hall, beside those above referred to, 98 78—327 87 





Expenses of the passage of Messrs. Nott, Hall, and 
Rice, and the wife of Mr. Nott, from Philadelphia to 





Calcutta, 1,000 00 
of the passage of Messrs, Newell and Judson, 
and their wives from Salem, 1,200 00 


—— of conveniences during the passage, principally 

under the care of Robert Ralston, Esq. of Philadelphia, 132 30—2,352 30 
Salaries of the brethren advanced to them in specie 

for one year and eighty-three days, to be computed 


from their arrival in India, 5,552 78 
Total expenses on account of the mission to the — 
East, between Sent. 18, 1811, and June 20, 1812, 8,965 33 


’ Expenses incurred by Messrs.W arren and Richards, 
while attending medical lectures under the direction of 
the Board, 86 10 
Travelling expenses, &c.of Mr. Frost, Mr. Rich, and 
others, while soliciting donations, by direction of the 


Prudential Committee, 160 44 
Travelling expenses of the Corresponding Secretary, 
in attending the first meeting of the Board, 20 00 


Cash paid out by the Corresponding Secretary and 
Treasurer, for stage-fare, and other necessary ex- 
penses, while transacting the business of the Board, 
and attending the Legislature on the subject of the 











Act of Incorporation, 29 68-—49 68 
Expense of printing 1500 copies of the Address 25 00 
Postage of letters paid by the Treasurer, 479 

by the Corresponding Secretary, 5 02——-9 81 
Account books, stationary, and printed receipts, pro- 4 

cured by the Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary, 23 49 
Discount on unbankable bills, 5 54 
‘Transportation of dollars, truckage, &c. 1 68 





Total expenditures between Sept. 18, 1811, and June 
20, 1812, , % 9,327 04 
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The following supplementary account of expenses 

authorizect by orders (No, 23 and 24,) of the Prudential 

Committee, brings down the account of expenditures 

to Aug. 31, 1812; viz. . 
Expenses discharged by the Board toward the edu- 

cation of Mr. Eleazer Williams, 150 00 
Travelling expenses of Mr. Williams on a journey 

to Lower Canada, 30 00--180 6@ 


Cash paid by the Treasurer and a member of the 

Board, for stage-fare and other necessary expenses, 

while transacting the business of the Board, 11 60 
Printing the Act of Incorporation, 6 50 
Trunk for safe keeping of papers and books of the 

Treasurer, 6 00 
Postage of letters, 5 36 
Stationary, 60 
Legal Instruments to secure a donation, according 

to the wishes of the donor, 1 253—31 31 


211 32 
Aggregate of expenditures authorized by orders of 5 
the Prudential Committee from No. 1. to No. 24. inclu- 
sive, 9,538 35 

Lossess by counterfeit money received in donations, 
as above stated, $ 12, 55 and § 8, 20 33 


Total § 9,558 68 


It will be recollected, that the annual salary voted to a married mis- 
sionary is $666,66, and to an unmarried missionary $ 444,44, which are 
the sums allowed by the: London Missionary Society to their missionaries. 
The outfit voted was the same as a year’s salary. The aggregate of the 
outtits, (including some expences for medicines, &c.) as actually paid, is, 
therefore, $1,037, 14 less than was authorized by the vote of the Board. 
This difference is imputable to two causes: first, the funds of the Board 
were scanty at the time the outfits were made up: and, secondly, thd 
parents and other friends of the missionaries, and particularly of their 
wives, partly furnished them with such articles as weresuited to their 
arduous undertaking. 


The apparent inequality of the outfits is accounted for in this manner: 
After the missionaries were partially furnished from their own resources, 
or by their particular friends, each one gave an estimate of such articles 
as he deemed necessary tv complete his outfit. These articles, having 
been approved by the Prudential Committee, were purchased. 


The donations devoted to form a permanent fund already received by 
the Board amount to $756 ; and those devoted exclusively to the trans- 
lation of the Scripiures amount to $594, 81. 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Sept. 3, 1812. From William Ripley, Esq. cf Car- 

ee <6 Se eT 3 $ 10 00. 
15. From the Female Foreign Mission Society of New 
» Haven, (for missions) % 13 51-——For translations § 5 18 $1 


Carried forward, $ 28 51 
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von i forward, 

From the Female Foreign «Mission Society in 
Wethersfield, by the hands of the Rev. Calvin Cha- 
pin, (towards a-‘permanent fund,) _- 

16. By'the handsof the Rev. Dr. Lyman, from the 
Foreign Mission Society of ‘Northampton and the 
neighboring towns, - E 

From individuals in Goshen, (Mass.) - . 

By the hands of Gen. Huntington, from the Female 
Cent Society in North Preston, (towards translations) 

From a friend to missions in New London, - - 

From young ladies in New London, —- 

17. From Ties Eliza Hooker, of Farmington, by the 
hands of the Hon. John Treadwell - 

19, From Miss L. W. - - 

From Deacon Williams of Exeter, f N. H. ) - - 

29, From individuals in Hanover, (Mass.) remitted 

a ’ Deacon Joseph Brooks, - - 

" From Mr. John ‘Tucker of Norfolk, (Vir. ) by the 

“> of William Maxwell, Esq. 

From 2 parishioner of the Rev. Cornelius Waters, - 

28. From the Foreign Mission Society of Newark, 
(N. J.) remitted by the Treasurer to the Rev. Dr. 
Worcester, . . - - - 

From females in Newark, remitted by the Treasurer 
of the Foreign Mission Society of Newark, — - 

Oct. 1. From the Foreign Mission Society of Boston 
and the vicinity, - 

5. From a friend to missions, by the hands of Profes- 
sor Adams of Dartmouth College, 

9. . From individuals in Spencer, (Mass.) by the hands 
of the Rev. E. Rich, - 

From a friend of missions iti Wrentham, by the hands 
of the Rev. E. Rich, - 

10. From Hen Philips, E of | Exeter, (N. H. ) 
by the hands of the Rev. Dr ¢ Tah 

15.. From subscribers in Plainfield, (Mass ) by the 
‘hands of Deac. James Richards, 

From females in Piainfield, by the same honda, - 

16, Remitted by the Rev. Experience Porter of Bel- 
chertown, viz. from Jonathan Dwight, (for the trans- 
lations, ) 

Nathaniel Dw ight, $ 5—A fr — to missions, ‘ 5 06 

IF'rom others in “that town, - - 

A contribution in the congregation, - - 
From Betsey M. ‘'ryon of New Lebanon, (N. Y ) - 
Remitted by the Rev. Dr. Lyman, viz. from a Female 

Charitable Association in New Canaan, (Con.) by the 


hands of Mrs. Sarah Bonney, . - ° o 
From individuals in Norwich, (Mass.) ° ~ 
From a friend of missions in Scipio, (N. Y.) - - 


From Josiah Dwight, Isq. I'veasurer of the Forei 
Missionary Society of Nowtyampton and the neigh- 


boring towns, - - - 
17. From a subscriber to the Panoplist, : - - 
19. Vrom Mrs. M. Burgess of Providence by the hands 
of Capt. William Peabody,  - oF fant Feb =e 





{Dac. 
28 51 
20 00 
200 00 
29 30—229 30 
30 00 
5000 
5 00—-85 00 
‘5 00 
2 0 
2 00 
13 00 
5 00 
3 00 
400 00 
168 25——563 25 
15 00 
6 00 
15 87 
1 00 
10 00 
18 75 
8 00— 26 76 
7 00 
10 06 
7 04 
21 90 
500 51 00 
30 00 
14 00 
5-00 


344 95—395 95 


10 CO 
10 00 





$ 1,500 63 
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OHIO BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Address, Constitution and Subscription- Proposal 


Of the Oun10 BisLe Socrery, presented to the well-disposed of every 
denominaticn. 


f1EN we reflect cn the exerticns made in Europe and America to 
pu the gospel of the Redeemer and on the success that has 
crowned such endeavors, and alsoon the peculiar want of the scriptures 
in our new settlements ; and whereas nothing has vet been done on the 
Western side of the Allegany mountains to relieve such want; We, the 
subscribers, feeling cur hearts moved within us to attempt sowcething for 
the supply of the destitute of our western country, do hereby form our- 
selves into a society for that purpose, agreeabie to tlie Constitution here- 
unto subjoined. 
As this is not to build upa sect or party, but to promote the intcrest of 
the Kedeemer’s kingdom ; we do hereby invite ail the weil-dispused to 
unite with us in this benevolent attempt. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ArTicLeE I. This Society shall be known by the name cf Zhe Ohio 
Bible Society. 
Art. If. The great object of this Society, shall be to distribute the 


scriptures in the versions in Cummon use among the Protestants, without 
note or comment. 


Art. II. ‘The officers of this Society shall consist of a President, Vice- 
President, Treasurer, Secretary and a board of Trustees, to be chosen 
from-among the members, and shall not be less than five nor more than 
twenty. 

SecTion 1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside in all 
meetings; and in his absence, the Vice-President. The President shalt 
be, ex officio, a member of the board of ‘I'rustees ; and shall cail a spe- 
cial meeting of the society, at the request of twenty members; or may, 
at his discretion. 

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a record of all 
the transactions of the Society ; and under the direction of the ‘i'rustces, 
shall correspond in thetr name. 


et. 3. Itshall be the. duty of the Treasurer toreceive all monies and 
dispose of them agreeable to the order of the Trustces, and make repory 
annually of the state cf the funds 

Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the Trustees to procure bibles and tes- 
tuments that combine plaiiness with cheapness, and superintend the dis- 
tribution of them. It shall also be their duty to collect subscriptions and 
transmit them to the ‘I'reasurer ; seek out the destitute and supply them, 
according to the object of the Society. A majority of the Trusices shall 
constitute a quorum, 

Art. IV. Any person may become a member of this Society by sub- 
scribing the Constitution and paying annualiy not less than cne dollar ; or, 
by paying twenty, shull be considered a member for lite. 

Art. V. This Society shall meet annually on the first Wednesday of 


Vee 

November, at such place as shall be agreed on at the annual meeting 

immediately preceding. Notice shall be given of the time and piace of 

each annual or special meeting, in one cf the Marietta, Zanesville, Chil- 

Jicothe and Cincinnati papers, by the President, thirty days before such 
Ya." ts Mmm 
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meeting : provitled, however, that the next meeting of the Society shall 
Leon ihe firet 4i’ednesday of November 1813 

Ayt. VE No officer of this Society shall receive any pecuniary com> 
pensaticn for his services. sey 
. Art. ViL All the officers of the Society shall be chosen by ballot at 
their annual mectixg, by a majority of the members present, personally 
or by proxy. 

Art. VHI. No amendment of this Constitution shall be made without 
the concurrence of two thirds of the members present, at an annual 
meeting ; an! the proposal for sach amendment shall be made known tg 
the Socteey at the annual mceting next preceding that, in which the de- 


7 


cirin is to be made. 


' Ata meeting in Marietta, (O.) Oct. 23, 1812, the preceding Consti- 
tution was read and subscribed by a respectable number from that and 
the adjacent towns; aiier which, they proceeded to chcose Officers for 
the ensuing year, and the following gentlemen were chosen -— 


Gea. RUTUS PUTNAM, President. 

Rev. LYMAN POTTER, Vice-Preident. 

Rev. SAMUEL PRINCE ROBBINS, Secretary. 
DAVID PUTNAM, Esq. Zreusurer. 


The following gentlemen were elected Trustees :-— 


Rey. LYMAN POTTER, 

Rev. STEVHEN LINDSLY, 

Rev. TIMOTHY HARRIS, 

Rey. SAMUEL P. ROBBINS, Trustees. 
Deac. JOSEPH SPENCER, 

Deac. BENJAMIN MILES, 


NB. A sermon to be preached at each annual meeting of ihe Society. 


i" The nexi mecting of the Society, to be holden at Marietta, 
Nov. 5, 1813. 


CIRCULAR. 


. © Where there is no vision, the people perish.” “‘ Thy word is a lamp 
unto my fect, anda lightunto my path.” OLD TESTAMENT. 


“ Never man spake like this man.” “ Who hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gos/iel.? NEW TESTAMENT. 


To ail the well disposed of evcry religious denomination : 
BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 


The BiBLE may, perhaps, with no impropriety, be ealled an Jiustle 
from heaven to earti:; containing intelligence equally and infinitely in- 
teresting to all the human family. We ave commonly very eager and 
engaged to read, when we receive letters from earthly friends ; though, 
frequently, they contain nothing of great importance. How much more 
engaged, then, should we be to open and read this epistle from a divine 
end heavenly Friend—as we might reasonably expect to find it containing 
(as it does) information ef the utmost consequence ! For, dces it not 
yiake known to us /4e only way to eternal life ; which is to understand 
its great truths, believe its instructions and obey ite firecepits ?—And, 2 
toe perfect system of divine knowledge and moral virtue never was 
fox aed aud Srescated to man than that, found in this heavenly communtr 





1812.} : Olio Bitle’ Society. ' 475 


eation—the word of God. The truths and instructions it exhibits, so 
mmMportant to be known and believed in order to the practice of sound mo- 
Fality, are what the darkness of the heathen world was unable ever to 

ver. For, said the wisest among them, ‘ Ye may give over all 
hopes of mending men’s lives for the tuture, unless God be pleased to 
send a teacher from heaven toinstruct you” With emphatic propriety, 
then, may it be termed, “ A di¢4:, shining ina dark place.” For, wherever 
it is enjoyed, the darkness of sgnoraiice and superstiion is Cissipated, lists 
and corruptions in a great measure restramed, and the cause cr pirty 
‘and virtue advanced ;—the mind, also, ennobled, enlarged and enriche.t 
witli suitable and exalted conceptions of God, of his providence, and cf 
the wonders of his grace. And, what book is more saiitary in its ef- 
fects? In distinction trom all others, it is calculated to awaken the guilty, 
to reform the vicious, toreclaim the backslider, to comfort the Deilevcr 
under ali circumstances of life, and even in death, to inspire Lim with 
pleasing and well grounded hopes of everlasting felicity beyond the grate. 
And if such be its peculiar utility and exccilence ;—if guided by this «:- 
rectory, it will infallibiy lead us to Jesus, the author of wil consolation ; 
and, finally, to the inheritance which he has purchased ;—what obliga- 
tions ave we under, from the laws of benevolence, to give it * free course’ 
among our fellow-creatures ; and particularly to circulate it among the 
poor of our own country—¢iousands of whom are destitute cf this on!s 
sure guide to eternal life ! 

Is not the soul of infinite worth ? And, does not that “ faith,” which is 
necessary to its saivation “ come by hearing ?” And “* how can they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard ;” and in those things which 
his word reveals respecting him, if they have not the mcans of knowing 
them? And, how can Christians who are destitute of these means, (!«:- 
ing unable to furnish themselves wiih them,) “ grow in grace ;” to whic!, 
growth in knowledge is absolutely necessary ?—By giving such the wor 
of truth, therefore, we shall be the means of furthering the salvation ot 
their souls. ; 

Impressed with considcrations like these, the friends of religion in. 
Europe are now exerting themsclves for the more general diffusion ot 
yeligious instruction and knowlercie among the poor and destitute of thei 
own country, through means of a more extensive circulation of the hely 
Scriptures ; and thus feeding their hungry with this bread of life. Anc, 
why should we.be supine, as it respects engaging in the same picus un- 
dertaking? Why should we remain practicaily unmindful of the famish- 
img poor of our corntry ?—Llessed be God, the hearts of some in 4merica 
liave been already stirred up to engage in this great and good work. 
And the success which has attended their exertions has been viewed as 2 
ground of encouragement to us, in this Western country, to engage in 
the same benevolent attempt.—Accordingly, a Bible Institution 1s new 
formed in this State, for the purpese of raising a fund for purchasing and 
charitably distributing to the destitute “* the words of eternal life”’— This, 
brethren and iriends, is the sole cbject of the Society which now addresses 
you ; anobject which, we think, deserves the marked attenticn of every 
well-wisher to izamortal souls. And for this sole purpose, we solicit your 
aid, by the various talents which your Lord has committed to vou for 
use ; promising as stewards of his property, Adclity inthe great work 
assigned us, and prescribed by the Constitution with which this will be 
accompanied. And, we beseech you, brethren, that while, through your 
charity, you are bestowing this inestimable treasure upon multitudes who 
would otherwise pass through this their only probation and die without 
— even the means of a saving acquaintance with “ the Lord that 

sxeceht them ;”” you would not forget to accompany the gift with fervent 
pfrroyer that the saving influences of the Divine Spirit might accompany 
it.for their awakening, conviction, conversion and everlasting salva- 
tion, ‘By thus harrowing in the seer! sown, you may expect in due time, 
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thai ihe harvest will be glorious ; and multitudes will arise and cail you 
bicssed. By thus “ casting this b:ead” of life “ upon the waters,” you 
roay expect “ after many days, to find-it,” to the joy of your heart, and 
to the rejoiciug of all those to whem you shail have been the instruments 
of saving good. And Oh, how unspeakably blessed to hear, at last, in 
consequence of thus doing, that approving declaration, ‘“ Inasmuch as ye 
have dove it unto cve of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 








it unto me!” 


In the name and behalf of the Oli Bibie Society, 
SAMULJ P. ROBBINS, Secretary. 


Revival of Religion ia Brisiol, 
( Rhode-Islund. ) 


Letter to the Rev. John Stanford. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 5, 1812. 
iy DEAR SIR, 

H.\ VING been requested, when 
in Now-York, to give « brief account 
of the late wonderful werk of God, 
at Brisecl, Rhoce-island, I embrace 
try first leisure niomenis, with a 
View of eratily ing vou, and our other 
pious friends, in your great metro- 
polis White I was on a visit to iny 
beloved comnexious in Newport, 
Rhode-Isiand, on the 24th of Au- 
gust last, ihe surprising intormation 
reached that town, thaton a few 
days preceding, there was a most 
astonishing display of Jehovah’s pow- 
er, amon the inhabitants of Bristol, 
distantircm Newpert about 15 miles. 
Bristol is a gay aud presper ss town, 
and it gives me pain to add, agree- 
ably to report, was rather an unusu- 
ally wicked one, being a noted place 
for dealing in ** the souls of men,” 
or in carrying cn the African Slave- 
Trade, in defiance of the laws of 
God and the naticn. In it are four 
religious denominations cf Chris- 
tians, the Episcopalian, the Congre- 
sationalist,the Baptist,and the Meth- 
edist. On all these congregations, at 
ove, and nearly ie same time, 2s it 
was mentisned to me and others, the 
Spivit of the Lard was poured ont 
is kuch wise, as to befile sll descrip- 
tion, either verbally, cr by writing. 
"The whole town was apparently 
patatized, and business in general 
suspenced fer several days. ‘The 

sentive subject of conversation in the 
family, Gn visits in the streets, and 
‘ac ike corners of the same, was a- 


bout another and a betier wold !— 
‘Lhe young, the middle aged, and 
the aged, were all equally concern- 
ed, and feelingly anxious about the 
salvation of their souls. Children of 
8 years up to persons of 70. Both 
sexes, the gay and fashionable of 
each, as well as of the other classes, 
were equally wrought vpon. All poe 
litical conversation for a time ceased, 
and instead of the continual inquiry, 
What is the news ? the more ime 
portant one was asked by hundreds, 
What shall we do to be saved ? 
Prayer meetings, conference meet+ 
ings, and public preaching meetings, 
were kept up and attended from 
house to house, and from church to 
church, throughout every day in the 
week, Commeiicing at an early hour 
in the morning, and holding with 
short intermissions, till late at night. 
Rooms which had been devoted to 
parties of worldiy pleasure, and car- 
nal amusements, were converted 
into religious or devotional apart- 
meats, and thronged with spiritual 
worshippers. ‘Phe difierent socie- 
ties of Christians already mention- 
ed, instantaneously harmonized, and 
cordially as one family, approached 





the throne of grace in Company.— 
‘bhe ministers of Jesus, in that and 
all the neighboring towns, who now 
visited them in quick succession, 
found full and constant employment, 
insomuch that during the first week 
ct this remarkable revival, time 
could scarcely be arrested for the 
partaking of necessary food, or 1e- 
treshment by sleep! On Lord’s day, 


: September 6th, after preaching 


twice in the town of Warren, and 
admnistcring the Lora’s Supper, a 
Christian friend conveyed me to 
Bristol, to preach in the evening, jn 
| the Baptist tabernacle: the piace 
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was small, but crowded ; and al- 
though there had been preaching 
there throughout the whole day, 
and in all the other Christian Socie- 
ties, yet at the close of cur religious 
exercies, the people were unwilling 
to. retire. A brother minister, 
several private professors, and my- 
self, were all separately addressed 
by numbers of the hearers ; some 
haquiring after the great salvation, 
and others with joy on their counte- 
nances, rece deliverance by 
grace! ‘The next morning, at six 
o'clock, we held a prayer meeting 
m the tabernacle ; those who were 
engaged, appeared to pray indeed ! 
That day was fally employed, in 
visiting, and being visited, with a 
view, by God’s blessing, of affording 
directions to those who were con- 
vinced of sin, and in encouraging 
such who had found the Lorn’s 
shrist, to perseverance. In the 
course of the day, I was affectiun- 
ately solicited both by the Episco- 
palians and Congregationalists, to 
—- in their respective houses. 
Having been previously engaged for 
the Episcopal Church, we nad in 
the evening a full, an attentive, and 
truly solemn assembly. ‘Mhere were 
various meetings besides; on the 
same evening. We may indeed say, 
“ What hath God wrought ?” * Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name, give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.” 
Many additional particulars might 
be given, if the limits of a letter 
rmitted, but I must, though re- 
foctantly, desist. 

At Providence, Rhode Island, 
New Town, Barnstable, Herwich, 
and other places in Massachusetts, 
and in the District cf Maine; the 
Lorp our Gop was riding ferth in 
the Gospel Charict, conquering, and 
to conquer! At Harwich, two or 
three vessels were ready to sail on a 
a fishing voyage ; it was proposed 
previous to their leaving the Port, 
that all the concerned should krecl 
down on the beach and goto prayer! 
The request being complied with, 
such was the power of the Hély 
One of Israel upon them, that when 
they arose they agreed unanimous- 
ly for that time, to postpone their 
voyage, and to return to their fami- 
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lies; the result was; that forty of 
their: number, by the last accounts, 
had experienced the regenerating 
influences of the Hely Ghost, and 
had publicly made profession of 
their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Oh, my brother, let us wrestle with 
heaven for the peace and growing 
interest of our beloved Jerusalem, 
— shall prosper who delight in 
her : 

Affectionately yours in a precious 
Redeemer, 

WILLIAM ROGERS. 


—_—<2 + o—— 


Genesee Missionary Society, 


THE third annual meeting of the 
GENESEE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
was holden at the meeting-howse, in 
East Bloomfieid, on the 18th Gct.— 
The officers for the ensuing year 
are— 

Prestdent.—Rev. David Tuller of 
Bloomfield. 

Vice-President.—Colonel Samuel 
S. Haight, of Bath. 

Secretary —Kev. James H. Hotch- 
kin, of Pulteney. 

. Treasurer— Henry A. Towns- 
end, Esq. of Bath. 

Trustees.—Rev. Aaron C. Col- 
lins, of Honeoye; Rev. Oliver Aver, 
of Bloomfield ; Rev. Joseph Merrill, 
of Gorham ; Kev. Allen Hohister, of 
Riga; Fiias Hopkins, Esq. of Bath;; 
Capt. Joel Pratt, of Pulteney ; Ehi- 
sha Parrish, Esq-.of Bristol ; Capt. 
Timothy Buell, of Bloomield. 

This Missionary Society is yet in 
its infancy ; bit appears to be rising 
in importance. ‘ihe funds consist 
whoily of donations from charitable 
individuals and societies. Among the 
donations on the last year, we no- 
tice, with peculiar satisfaction, the 
following, from several associations 
of females denominated 

Cent Societies, viz.: 
From the Female Cent So- 
ciety in the eastern dis- 
trict of Marcellus, 
From the Female Cent 

Society in Prattsburgh, 

(town of Pulteney,) 
From the Female Cent 

Society in Bath, 

From the Female Cent So- 
ciety in East Bloomficld, 


$21 00 


9 25 
72 86 
59 00 
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AO iy Donations to the Society will be | 
as thankfully received by any of its 
ee officers, and applied faithfully for 
the purpose disseminating the 
Christian knowledge in the new 
settlements in the western country. 


——- + oe ? 
INSTALLATION. 


Own Wednesday the 14th of Octo- 
ber last, the Rev. Joun Evy was 
installed over the Church at North 
Bristol, in Guilford. The exercises 
on the occasion were in the follow- 
ing order : The introductory praver 
was made by the Rev. David Smith, 
of Durham ; the sermon was prea- 
ched by the Rev. John Elliot, of 
‘East Guilford, from Isa. vi 8.; the 
imstallation prayer was mace by the 
Rev. James Noyes, of Wallingford ; 
the chage was given by the Rev. 
Matthew Noyes, of Northford ; the 
right-hand of fellowship, by the Rev. 
Aaron Dutton, of Guilford ; the con- 
cluding prayer was made Ly tlie Rev. 
Saul Clarke, of East Haven. 

During the whole of the solemnity, 
‘a numerous audience listened with 
an attention which indicated a de- 
“vont respect for relizious order.— 
Excellent music, instrumental with 
“vocal, heightened the pleasure of 
iI the scene; and seldom has there 
been more cause for pious joy ona 

similar occasion in the vicinity than 
‘there was jin beholding this flock, 





i i which had long been without a shep- 
ta ‘herd, re-settled in peace and unity, 
na with hopeful prospects. 
ORDINATION. 


Own the first day of October Jast, 

the Rey. WiLtiam BEL was 
“ordained to the work of the Gospel 
Ministry, in the Ecclesiastical Socie- 
ty of Greenfield, in this State. 

The Rev. Mr. Haight, of Wilton, 
made the introductory prayer ; the 
Rev. Mr. Waterman, of Bridgeport, 

eached the sermon ; the Rev. Dr. 

‘fewis, of Greenwich, made the con- 








secrating prayer ; the Rev. Dr. Rip- 


> 
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[Dse: 
ley of Kone yy the charge 
to the Pastor ; the Rev. Mr. Hum- 


phrey, of Fairfield, gave the right- 
and of fellowship ; the Rev. Mr. 
Smith, of Stamford, gave the charge 
to the Church and Con tion ; 


| and the Rev. Mr. Noyes, of Weston, 


made the concluding prayer. 

The exercises were in 
the presence of a very numerous and 
attentive audience, and were, with- 
out an exception, solemn, pertinent, 
and evangelical._——The unanimity 
which prevailed in all the proceed- 
ings, both of the Society and | the rev- 
erend council, in relation tothe above 
event, could not fail to fill with glad- 
ness the heart of every friend to the 
cause of the divine Redeeiner. 


A 


OBITUARY. 

DIED at Providence, (R.I) Hon. 
Davin L. BaRNES, aged 52; Judge 
of the District Court, for the District 
of Rhode Island. Harv. 1780. 

On Sullivan’s Island, (S.C.) Hon. 
Raps IzarD, aged 61; late mem- 
ber of Congress from South Caroli- 


na. 

In Marlborough district, (3. C:) 
Rev. Josnua Lewis, aged 64. 

At Bath, (N Y.) Rev.Joun NILEs, 
pastor of the Church in that town. 

At Charleston, (S.C.) Amos 
Norturop, Esq. late of iNew Ha- 
ven. Yale, 1204. 

At New York, Joun Kemp, 

L, L. D. F.R.S. aged 50, profes- 





‘sor of Mathematics and Natural 


Philosophy in Columbia College 

In Bethlem, Rev. Davin Svut- 
TON, aged £2. 

In Burlington, Rev. Josnva 
Prrny, late pastor of a church in 
Hamden. Yale, 1775. 

In Scituate, (Mass.) Hon. Na- 
THAN Cusnine, aged 70. 

In Providence, (R. J.) Col. Jene- 
MIAH OLNEY, aged 63: The com- 
panion in arms of the immortal 
Washingion, hisdeeds of valor were 
too ntimerous and splendid to he 
recorded in an obituary. 


warm 
Donations to the Missionary Society of Conirecticut. 
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